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STAFFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


PRELIMINARY  NOTE 

The  principal  statistics  recorded  in  this  report  show  a  continuation 
of  recent  trends  and  it  is  only  over  periods  longer  than  a  year  that  it 
becomes  possible  with  any  certainty  to  indicate  new  developments,  so  the 
remarks  made  in  the  forewords  of  previous  reports  during  recent  years 
still  have  force  in  respect  of  the  birth-rate  (which  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded 
in  the  County),  and  the  incidences  of  cancer  and  of  dysentery.  It  is 
deplorable  to  note  the  continued  increase  in  the  numbers  of  intestinal 
infection  due  to  the  lack  of  ordinary  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  those  who 
handle  food  at  some  stages  on  its  journey  to  the  consumer's  mouth.  The 
numbersof  cases  of  dysentery  increased  from  130  in  1950  to  407  in  1951, 
and  of  enteric  diseases  from  7  to  44,  and  while  one  hopes  that  this  was  a 
peak  period  it  follows  the  general  tendency  over  the  country.  Considerable 
effort  has  been  made  to  remind  and  emphasise  to  the  public  that  there 
is  a  simple  and  pleasant  means  of  preventing  these  illnesses,  i.e.  that  of 
cleanliness.  The  Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  the  District  Councils  have 
been  very  active  in  educating  the  public,  and  food  handlers  in  particular, 
and  one  hopes  to  see  good  results  from  this  in  the  future. 

Attention  must  be  drawn  to  the  fact  that  accidents  are  now  a  major 
cause  of  death  and  they  are  to  a  large  extent  preventable.  It  will  be  seen 
that  accidents  in  the  home  caused  the  deaths  of  people  at  the  extremities 
of  life  and  motor  accidents  during  their  more  active  years.  The  latter 
accidents  occur  in  the  streets  and  roads  and  consequently  receive  wide 
publicity,  but  not  so  those  in  the  home.  With  this  in  mind,  the  Health 
Committee  considered  the  problem  of  prevention  of  home  accidents  and, 
though  it  is  not  recorded  in  the  report,  decided  that  this  was  a  useful 
sphere  of  preventive  work  which  should  be  pursued. 

In  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  number  of  diphtheria  cases  recorded  rose  from  46  to  118 
and  that  8  deaths  occurred.  This  rise  was  the  result  of  an  outbreak  of 
diphtheria  which  occurred  in  the  south  of  the  County  and,  while  regret¬ 
table  in  every  way,  provides  a  useful  reminder  of  the  ever  present  danger 
of  this  disease.  A  new  table  has  been  introduced- this  year  summarising 
the  state  of  immunisation  and  incidence  of  diphtheria  and  the  deaths 
resulting.  The  overall  figure  of  numbers  immunised  at  some  time  is 
adequate  (80%  of  school  children),  but  this  outbreak  has  demonstrated 
the  importance  of  children  receiving  re-inforcement  doses  on  entry  to 
school  in  addition  to  primary  immunisation  in  infancy.  A  constant  effort 
must  be  maintained  to  immunise  every  child  in  the  County  for  the  very 
success  of  the  immunisation  scheme  since  1941  has  removed  the  urgency 
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in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  The  outbreak  referred  to  above  is  clear  con¬ 
firmation,  if  such  were  needed,  that  immunisation  is  very  important,  and 
a  comparison  of  the  incidence  and  death-rates  shown  on  page  55,  is 
enlightening. 

Notifications  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  maintained,  indeed  slightly 
increased,  though  the  death-rate  was  again  reduced.  The  latter  v/as 
doubtlessly  due  to  the  increasing  use  of  modern  chemotherapy  in  treat¬ 
ment,  and  time  will  be  needed  to  observe  if  the  present  reduction  in 
deaths  is  due  to  a  prolongation  of  life  rather  than  a  complete  cure.  In  this 
disease,  as  in  all  things,  prevention  is  better  than  cure  and  the  proven 
methods  of  prevention  must  not  be  forgotten,  because  segregation  and 
good  living  conditions  are  still  the  principal  needs.  The  much  spoken  of 
immunisation  schemes,  using  B.C.G.,  are  having  a  slove  start  and  rightly 
so.  Although  literally  millions  of  people  abroad  have  received  B.C.G. 
there  is  remarkably  little  accurate  evidence  of  its  value,  and  in  this 
country  the  Medical  Research  Council  are  conducting  investigations  into 
the  use  of  B.C.G.  and  allied  preparations,  and  until  they  are  completed 
in  the  next  few  years  the  Ministry  of  Health  recommends  restricting 
immmnisation  to  susceptible  children  in  contact  with  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
In  these  categories  48  cases  were  immunised  with  B.C.G.  in  the  County 
in  1951. 

Following  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the  Chest  Physicians,  the  Health 
Committee  approved  the  employment  of  an  Occupational  Therapist  to 
visit  the  homes  of  tubercular  persons  who  are  more  or  less  confined  there. 
The  object  is  to  give  these  unfortunate  people  something  practical  to  do 
to  occupy  their  minds  and  their  time,  and  occupational  therapy  is  a  well 
established  routine  in  the  Sanatoria.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  lady 
appointed  had  her  time  so  fully  occupied  that  the  area  she  vcas  serving 
had  to  be  reduced  somewhat.  This  is  a  service  for  which  there  is  a  clear 
need  and  it  should  be  available  more  widely. 

The  work  of  the  Chemical  Laboratory  was  maintained  during  the 
year  and  there  was  a  further  fall  in  the  proportion  of  samples  found  to 
be  adulterated.  This  is  a  welcomed  feature  and  one  cannot  dissociate  it 
from  the  easier  supply  position. 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  which,  though  genuine,  was  found 
to  be  below  the  presumptive  standard  is  high  (13.2%)  and  compares  with 
previous  years  as  follows  — 12.8%  (1950)  ;  8.7%  (1949)  ;  7.2%  (1948)  ; 
but  the  average  of  all  samples  over  the  County  was  3.68%  fat  (3.0%  pre¬ 
sumptive  standard)  and  8.66%  solids-not-fat  (8.5%  presumptive  standard), 
which  indicates  that  the  standard  is  definitely  attainable.  Various 
reasons  for  the  failure  of  some  cattle  to  give  milk  of  this  standard  have 
been  advanced.  Undoubtedly  breeding  is  one  factor  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  raising  of  the  quality  of  milk  will  be  encouraged  by  legislation, 
possibly  in  the  form  of  a  premium  payment.  This  country  lags  behind 
some  others  in  this  matter,  though  one  of  the  largest  London  milk  dis¬ 
tributors  does  offer  a  superior  grade  of  milk  to  those  desiring  it. 

In  general  the  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  vear  under  con¬ 
sideration  were  cleaner  (82.5%  passed  the  tests  as  compared  with  76.7% 
in  1950),  though  pasteurised  milks  were  the  exception.  Unfortunately, 
there  was  no  noticeable  improvement  in  the  proportion  of  milks  con¬ 
taining  tubercle  bacilli.  At  last  it  can  be  said  that  the  supply  of  undesig¬ 
nated  milk  to  County  maintained  schools  has  virtually  ceased. 
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Further  water  and  sewage  schemes  were  j)repared  by  tlie  District 
Aiitliorities,  but  the  number  which  it  is  possible  to  complete  unfortunately 
lags  far  behind.  Ihere  are  a  number  of  urgent  schemes  which  have  been 
waiting  a  long  time  and  there  is  little  likelihood  of  their  being  completed. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  number  of  clinics  main¬ 
tained  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  purposes  and  approximately  the 
same  use  was  made  of  them.  The  advice  and  guidance  offered  at  these 
clinics  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  improvement  in  the  health 
and  care  of  babies  and  young  children,  and  the  pride  shown  by  the 
mothers  in  their  appearance  and  well-being  is  to  be  seen  everywhere. 
The  most  important  part  of  child  welfare  is  done  by  home  visiting,  for 
not  only  is  more  time  available  to  the  individual  mother,  but  contact  is 
made  with  many  families  who  do  not  attend  any  clinic.  Unfortunately 
there  was  a  further  drop  in  the  number  of  home  visits  paid  and  this  led 
the  Health  Committee  to  consider  a  re-allocation  of  the  Health  Visitors’ 
time  during  the  present  year. 

The  numbers  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under 
five  provided  with  dental  treatment  showed  a  slight  decrease  and  there 
was  little  change  in  the  work  of  the  dental  laboratory.  While  this  may 
be  considered  satisfactory  for  the  staffing  circumstances  of  the  year, 
efforts  will  be  made  to  provide  more  treatment  and  this  is  especially 
indicated  for  children  under  5  years  old. 

On  page  47  is  described  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  Council  to  fulfil 
the  suggestions  by  the  Ministries  concerned  to  secure  co-ordination  of 
the  many  means  of  helping  neglected  or  cruelly  treated  children.  The 
scheme  has  proved  its  worth  and  is  fulfilling  an  important  duty,  and 
apart  from  this,  is  a  most  encouraging  official  recognition  of  the  need  for 
co-ordination  of  effort.  There  are  other  fields  offering  a  profitable  scope 
for  similar  action. 

A  revision  of  the  number  of  24  hour  Ambulance  Stations  and  staff 
was  put  into  force  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  was  the  first  step 
towards  a  complete  revision  in  the  light  of  the  experience  gained  since 
the  initial  organisation  of  the  service.  For  the  first  time  the  total  mileage 
recorded  shows  no  increase  on  the  previous  year,  which  suggests  that  the 
maximum  may  nov/  have  been  reached.  If  this  is  so  it  will  simplify  the 
organisation  of  the  service  and,  together  with  the  easing  of  the  supply 
of  vehicles,  the  improvement  of  the  service  can  be  the  sole  care  as  opposed 
to  the  need  to  enlarge  it.  No  new  station  was  built  during  the  year,  but 
various  improvements  were  made,  particularly  at  Stone. 

There  was  no  special  change  during  the  year  in  the  Mental  Health 
Section,  the  numbers  dealt  with  remaining  similar.  The  proportion  of 
cases  attended  by  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  and  dealt  with  as  voluntary 
cases  or  in  which  admission  to  hospital  was  not  indicated  remains  high. 
This  is  an  indication  that  their  services  as  "  Care  ”  Officers  are  valued, 
as  well  as  their  primary  function  of  securing  admission  of  patients  to 
Mental  Hospitals  under  the  various  Acts. 

There  was  little  change  in  the  numbers  of  mental  defectives  cared 
for  or  the  arrangements  made  for  them.  The  need  for  better  premises  for 
some  of  the  Occupation  Centres  is  recognised  and  steps  were  taken  during 
the  year  to  transfer  the  Pelsall  Centre  to  better  premises  and  to  provide 
new  premises  elsewhere.  It  is  disappointing  to  be  obliged  to  record  that 
the  waiting  list  for  admission  to  Mental  Deficiency  Colonies  and  Hospitals 
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was  higher  by  18  at  the  end  of  the  year  than  the  beginning.  There  is  no 
need  to  enlarge  on  the  difficulties  thus  caused  to  the  parents  concerned. 

Although  the  principal  statistics  show  that  the  health  of  the  County 
in  general  continued  to  be  satisfactory  there  were  disturbing  features  and 
these  have  been  mentioned  above.  Most  of  these  factors  are  preventable. 

No  particular  mention  has  been  made  of  some  of  the  environmental 
problems  which  are  still  pressing,  e.g.,  housing,  smoke  pollution,  food 
premises,  which,  taken  together,  will  fully  occupy  all  the  trained  staff 
which  can  be  recruited  to  the  service.  With  the  exception  of  the  Health 
Visiting  and  Dental  Staff  the  time  is  approaching  when  adequate  staff 
will  be  available.  Until  that  time  the  work  is  being  dealt  with  as  fully  as 
possible  by  the  present  staff,  who  have  worked  diligently  and  well.  A 
feeling  is  developing  that,  after  a  period  of  being  overshadowed,  increasing 
recognition  of  the  value  of  the  preventive  services  is  growing,  which  is  a 
great  encouragement  to  those  who  have  remained  faithful  to  the  service. 

G.  DAMAGE, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

December,  1952. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  Administrative  County  . .  . .  . .  (acres)  685,503 

Estimated  Home  Population  of  Area,  1951  (primarily  for 
calculation  of  Death-rates  or  incidence  of  Notifiable 
Diseases)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  856,200 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1951 

(General  County  Purposes)  . .  . .  . .  £3,771,440 

Estimated  net  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1951-52 

(General  County  Purposes)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  £14,835 

2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births,  Legitimate  . . 

13,219 

6,826 

6,393 

Illegitimate  .  . 

405 

218 

187 

Total 

13,624 

7,044 

6,580 

Birth-rate  15.9 

Still-births,  Legitimate  . . 

309 

174 

135 

Illegitimate  . . 

13 

9 

4 

Rate  per  1,000 

Total  . . 

322 

183 

139 

total  births  23.1 

Deaths 

9,619 

5,139 

4,480  Death-rate  11.2 
Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  total  births 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  9  . .  0.6 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  .  .  35 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  35 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  44 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,370 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (aU  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (under 

one  year  of  age)  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  28 

AREA  AND  POPULATION 

Since  1934  there  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  area  of  the  Administra¬ 
tive  County. 

The  estimated  populations  have  been  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  and  are  primarily  given  for  the  calculation  of  death  rates  and 
the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases.  The  figures  are  home  populations 
(i.e.  including  members  of  the  armed  forces  stationed  in  the  area.) 

In  the  Report  for  1939  alterations  in  the  allocation  of  births  and 
deaths  wer^  briefly  described. 
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Until  1940  Areal  Comparability  Factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  enabled  local  death-rates  to  be  a.djusted  frr  compaiison  with  the 
crude  death-rate  of  the  country  as  a  whole  or  vvuth  the  similarly  adjusted 
rate  of  any  other  local  area.  From  that  year,  hov/ever,  and  until  1948, 
the  variety  and  magnitude  of  local  population  movements,  and  during 
the  war  years  the  uneven  incidence  of  civilian  war  deaths,  together  com¬ 
bined  to  frustrate  the  attempt  to  secure  such  comparability.  The  factors 
to  adjust  local  death-rates  were,  however,  re-introduced  in  the  1949 
Report,  and  are  again  included  to  adjust  both  birth  and  death-rates. 

The  estimated  population  and  rates  for  each  District  are  shown  in 
the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

In  the  following  table  the  census  population  of  the  Administrative 
County  for  1951,  and  the  estimated  home  population  for  mid- 1951  are 
set  forth  : — 


Estimated  Population, 

CcMsus,  1951 

Mid-ld^l 

Urban 

640,665 

639,300 

Rural 

214,519 

216,900 

Totals 

855,184 

856,200 

Births 

The  live  births  registered  in  the  Administrative  County  for  birth-rate 
purposes  numbered  13,624,  compared  with  13,770  the  previous  year,  the 
number  in  the  Urban  Districts  being  10,316  and  in  the  Rural  Districts 
3,308. 

Stillbirths.  There  were  322  stillbirths  registered  during  tlie  yeau,  of 
which  253  were  in  Urban  and  69  in  Rural  Districts.  The  stillbirth-rate 
per  thousand  of  the  population  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts  was  0.38.  During  the  same  period  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  0.36. 
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1 

-.iVE  Birth-Rate  per  1.000  of 

POPULATIOI 

DISTRICTS 

5  \t:s 
1889- 
1893 

5  ^TS 
1894- 
1898 

5  \TS 
1899- 
1903 

5  yrs 
1904- 
1908 

5  yrs 
1909- 
1913 

5  yrs 
1914- 
1918 

5  yrs 
1919- 
1923 

5  yrs 
1924- 
1928 

5  yrs 
1929- 
1933 

5  yrs 
1934- 
1938 

5  yrs 
1939- 
1943 

5  yrs. 
1944- 
1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

a> 

u 

'  Combined 
Urban  and 

33.6 

33.2 

32.5 

30.3 

27.8 

24.0 

24.1 

20.2 

17.6 

17.1 

18.3 

19.9 

17.7 

16.1 

15.9 

u 

O  * 

Rural 

Urban 

35.5 

34.7 

33.6 

31.5 

29.2 

25.0 

25.0 

20.7 

18.1 

17.5 

18.9 

20.4 

17.8 

16.4 

16.1 

^  Rural 

30.2 

30.5 

30.2 

27.0 

24.4 

21.6 

22.0 

19.0 

16.6 

1 5.7 

16.7 

18.5 

17.2 

15.5 

15.3 

England  and 

30.8 

29.7 

28.7 

26.9 

24.5 

20.4 

21.3 

17.8 

15.6 

14.9 

15.2 

18.2 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

Wales 

Large  Towns  in 

31.5 

30.7 

29.7 

27.8 

25.2 

*20.9 

22.0 

18.2 

15.8 

14.9 

16.3 

21.0 

18.7 

17.6 

17.3 

England 

1 

♦  4  years- 


Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Administrative  County  amounted  to 
9,619,  the  number  in  the  Urban  Districts  being  7,318  and  in  the  Rural 
Districts  2,301. 


Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  Population 


DISTRICTS 

5  yrs 
1889- 
1893 

5  vrs 
1894- 
1898 

5  ws 
1899- 
1903 

5  yrs 
1904- 
1908 

5  yrs 
1909- 
1913 

5  yrs 
1914- 
1918 

5  yrs 
1919- 
1923 

5  yrs 
1924- 
1928 

5  yrs 
1929- 
1933 

5  yrs 
1934- 
1938 

5  yrs 
1939- 
1943 

5  yrs. 
1944- 
1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1 

^  Combined 
Urban  and 

18.1 

16.9 

16.1 

14.6 

14.1 

15.0 

12.3 

11.4 

11.6 

11.3 

11.2 

10.4 

10.5 

10.5 

11.2 

O 

Rural 

Urban 

18.9 

17.5 

16.6 

15.1 

14.7 

15.5 

12.6 

11.5 

11.8 

11.3 

11.2 

10.4 

10.5 

10.7 

11.4 

cd 

^  Rural 

16.8 

15.7 

15.1 

13.4 

12.7 

13.8 

11.6 

11.2 

11.2 

11.2 

11.0 

10.4 

10.7 

10.0 

10.6 

England  and 

19.1 

17.4 

16.9 

15.3 

13.9 

15.2 

12.5 

12.0 

12.3 

11.9 

12.6 

11.5 

11.7 

11.6 

12.5 

Wales 

Large  Towns 

21.0 

19.0 

18.2 

15.8 

14.3 

15.5 

12.6 

12.0 

12.3 

12.0 

14.0 

12.9 

12.5 

12.3 

13.4 

Smaller  Towns 

17.6 

15.9 

15.7 

14.9 

13.6 

14.1 

11.5 

11.0 

11.2 

11.4 

12.4 

11.8 

11.6 

11.6 

12.5 

In  the  following  table  I  have  shown  the  chief  causes  of  death  for 
1951.  The  numbers  given  are  81.0  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 


Table  Showing  Chief  Causes  of  Death 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  forms 
Cancer 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Heart  Disease  .  . 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Congenital  Malformations  . .  • 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Influenza 


264 

43 

1370 

1069 

2954 

254 

304 

670 

129 

95 

92 

169 

378 
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Causes  of  Death 

J 

Age  at  Death 

1,1 

Under 

1 

1  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
45 

45  and 
under 
65 

'65  and 
under 
75 

75  and 
over 

! 

Total 

1 .  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . 

1 

3 

— 

27 

102 

109 

21 

1  1 

264 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

2 

11 

6 

7 

7 

6 

3 

I  1 

43 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

3 

1 

13 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

1 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

8 

5.  Whooping  cough 

16 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

22 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

6 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

8.  Measles 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

4 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

14 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17 

90 

79 

62 

249 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung^ 

bronchus  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

123 

44 

16 

208 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

67 

29 

23 

137 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

24 

17 

6 

56 

14.  Other  malignant  and  Lym- 

phatic  neoplasms 

— 

1 

5 

2 

40 

242 

231 

199 

720 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

6 

1 

4 

17 

3 

I 

35 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

17 

30 

21 

74 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

— 

— 

1 

2 

26 

219 

348 

473 

1069 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

19 

253 

315 

206 

793 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

ease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

71 

105 

100 

28o 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . . 

— 

— 

4 

14 

66 

250 

545 

1002 

1881 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

— 

— 

1 

2 

7 

40 

68 

136 

254 

22.  Influenza 

4 

3 

2 

3 

13 

86 

122 

145 

378 

23.  Pneumonia  . . 

54 

9 

2 

1 

17 

69 

60 

92 

304 

24.  Bronchitis 

9 

3 

— 

3 

10 

190 

196 

259 

670 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

3 

3 

— 

1 

12 

40 

27 

21 

107 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

41 

26 

14 

88 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea  . . 

28 

3 

1 

1 

2 

15 

13 

7 

70 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

1 

5 

20 

50 

30 

21 

129 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

23 

49 

77 

30 .  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

9 

31 .  Congenital  malformations  .  . 

64 

7 

2 

5 

8 

7 

1 

1 

95 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

268 

19 

20 

21 

55 

175 

163 

498 

1219 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

8 

19 

11 

28 

16 

8 

2 

92 

34.  AU  other  accidents  . . 

19 

7 

9 

7 

28 

33 

21 

45 

169 

35.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

3 

16 

28 

16 

4 

67 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 

war. . 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

5 

Totals  . . 

481 

91 

91 

123 

583 

2292 

2549 

3409 

9619 
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The  following  table  lias  been  prepared  covering  the  last  32  3^ears,  in 
which  the  percentage  of  deaths  under  45  }-ears  of  age  is  worked  out  in 
relation  to  the  total  deaths  at  all  ages,  and  in  the  table  the  sexes  are 
divided.  Speaking  generaiKg  in  1951,  14.2  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  occurred 
under  the  age  of  45. 

Deaths  under  45  years  of  x\gE' — Male  and  Female — Shewing 


Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  (All  Ages). 


! 

YEAR 

MALE 

female 

Deaths 
all  ages 

Deaths 
under  45 

%  of 
total 

Deaths 
all  ages 

Deaths 
under  45 

%  of 
lotal 

1920 

4626 

2295 

49.61 

4084 

1935 

47.38 

1921 

4545 

2120 

46.64 

3985 

1759 

44.14 

1922 

4534 

1943 

42.58 

4191 

1793 

42.78 

1923 

4197 

1816 

43.27 

3788 

1556 

41.08 

1924 

4332 

1795 

41.43 

3906 

1520 

38.91 

1925 

4556 

1919 

42.12 

4161 

1724 

41.43 

1926 

4148 

1658 

39.97 

3808 

1441 

37.84 

1927 

4458 

1766 

39.61 

4082 

1564 

38.31 

1928 

3965 

1449 

36.54 

3563 

1180 

33.12 

1929 

4813 

1827 

37.96 

4293 

1453 

33.84 

1930 

4100 

1473 

35.92 

3672 

121 1 

32.98 

1931 

4376 

1472 

33.64 

3933 

1272 

32.34 

1932 

4190 

1425 

34.01 

3824 

1174 

30.70 

1933 

4213 

1415 

33-59 

3900 

1207 

30-95 

1934 

4 1 05 

1261 

30.72 

3655 

1054 

28.84 

1935 

4284 

1354 

31.61 

3892 

1159 

30.48 

1936 

4203 

1266 

30.12 

4022 

1100 

27.35 

1937 

4793 

1484 

30.96 

4075 

1041 

25.55 

1938 

4497 

1296 

28.82 

3915 

1065 

27.20 

1939 

4498 

1223 

27.19 

4{:38 

973 

24.10 

1940 

4899 

1315 

26.84 

4246 

1069 

25.18 

1941 

4S82 

1436 

29.41 

41  10 

1086 

26.42 

1942 

4  257 

1150 

27.01 

3742 

970 

25.92 

1943 

4403 

1090 

24.76 

4 1 1 2 

1004 

24.42 

1944 

4136 

1069 

25,85 

3800 

889 

23.39 

1945 

4356 

10C2 

23.00 

4133 

921 

22.28 

1946 

4385 

1006 

22.94 

3934 

1  804 

20.44 

1947 

4657 

988 

21.22 

4090 

786 

19.22 

1948 

4275 

895 

20.94 

3717 

715 

19.24 

1949 

4651 

861 

18.51 

4162 

671 

16.12 

1950 

4805 

779 

16.2' 

4183 

631 

15  08 

1951 

5139 

793 

15.43 

4480 

576 

12.86 

CHEMICAL  LABORATORY 

The  following  relates  to  the  work  undertaken  during  1951. 

The  total  number  of  sam.ples  anal^'sed  was  7,585.  This  figure  is  veiy 
similar  to  that  of  last  year.  The  figures  for  the  previous  five  years  showed 
a  rapid  and  continuous  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  submitted  for 
analysis  and  it  was  possible  to  cope  veith  this  developm^ent  by  increasing 
the  staff  of  the  Laboratory  and  by  improving  its  eciuipment.  The  position 
was  reached  a  year  ago  that  the  present  laboratory  accommodation 
became  inadequate  both  for  the  staff  employed  and  the  w'ork  undertaken. 
Only  minor  improvements  have  been  possible  during  tlie  past  year  or  are 
in  hand  at  present  and  it  is  most  fortunate  that  no  increase  in  samples 
occurred.  This  position  is  aggravated  by  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
maintaining  the  laboratory  staff.  Two  replacements  and  one  addition 
tc  the  staff  occurred  during  the  year  and,  already,  one  of  these  recruits 

has  left. 

The  proportion  of  the  laboratory’s  work  done  for  the  County  Council 
was  80  per  cent.,  the  remaining  20  per  cent,  being  done  for  the  other 
autonomous  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  foi  w'hom  the  Public  Analyst 
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acts.  The  total  population  served  by  the  laboratory  was  1,131,295.  The 
population  of  the  County  Administrative  Area  served  w^as  688,470  and  as 
the  number  of  official  Food  and  Drugs  samples  received  from  that  area 
was  4,289  the  rate  of  sampling  per  annum  was  6.2  per  1,000  of  population. 
The  combined  rate  for  the  other  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  served  was 
3.4  samples  per  annum  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  fall  in  the  rate  of  adulteration  has  continued  and  at  2.9  per  cent, 
is  unusually  low.  The  figure  for  the  rate  of  adulteration  of  milk,  at  1.9 
per  cent.,  is  even  more  encouraging.  Comments  on  the  adulteration  of 
the  various  groups  of  foods  may  be  found  in  the  body  of  this  report. 

TABLE  I. 

The  total  number  of  samples  analysed  was  as  follows  : — 


For  County  Council  : 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (a)  Chief  Inspector's  Samples  . .  3,779 

(h)  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's 

Samples  .  .  .  .  . .  510 

(c)  ‘'Appeal  to  Cow  "  Samples  .  .  121- 

(d)  Private  Samples  .  .  . .  20 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926  .  .  .  .  .  .  110 

Drinking  Waters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  545 

Swimming  Bath  and  Pool  Waters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

River  Waters  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  100 

Sewage  and  Sewage  Effluents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  97 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  662 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Miscellaneous  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  68 


6,046 

For  Stoke-on-Trent  : 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (a)  Chief  Inspector's  Samples  .  .  966 

(b)  “Appeal  to  Cow  ''  Samples  .  .  2 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926  .  .  .  .  . .  10 

Miscellaneous  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 


986 

For  Borough  of  N ewcastle-^mder-Lyme  : 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Chief  Inspector's  Samples  .  .  180 

Miscellaneous  Samples  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

182 

For  Urban  District  Council  of  Brierley  Hill  : 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (a)  Chief  Inspector's  Samples  .  .  90 

(b)  “Appeal  to  Cow  ''  Samples  . .  3 

Miscellaneous  Samples  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  1 

94 

For  Borough  of  Rowley  Regis  : 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — Chief  Inspector's  Samples  . .  277 


Total  . .  . .  7,585 
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County  Council  Samples. 

Table  II  shows  the  total  number  of  Food  and  Drug  Samples  sub¬ 
mitted  and  the  number  reported  against. 


TABLE  II 


Number 

No.  Adulterated 

Examined 

\ 

or  below  standard 

Samples 

73 

a 

s 

73 

s 

Q 

-4^ 

O 

u 

o 

•4-» 

O 

u 

o 

H 

hH 

H 

Almonds 

9 

1 

4 

5 

Baking  Powder  and  Golden  Raising  Powder  .  . 

15 

7 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Bun,  Cake  and  Pudding  Mixtures 

25 

10 

15 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

22 

10 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

56 

8 

48 

3 

1 

2 

Cereal  Products 

24 

3 

21 

1 

— 

1 

Cheese 

35 

21 

14 

5 

4 

1 

Cocoa  and  Chocolate  Preparations 

5 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coconut 

Coffee,  Coffee  and  Chicory  Mixtures  and  Extracts 

10 

5 

5 

— 

— 

■ 

(Dry) . 

7 

5 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Coffee,  Coffee  and  Chicory  Mixtures  and  Extracts 

(Liquid) 

22 

5 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder  and  Prepared  Starches 

20 

7 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Drinks  Alcoholic  .  . 

17 

15 

2 

1 

1 

— 

,,  Soft  (Liquid  and  Powder) 

39 

25 

14 

3 

2 

1 

Drugs 

73 

23 

50 

5 

2 

3 

Fats,  Cooking 

28 

14 

14 

1 

— 

1 

Fish  Pastes  and  Fish  Products  .  . 

36 

12 

24 

6 

4 

2 

Flavourings  and  Flavouring  Essences  .  . 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Flour,  Confectionery 

8 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Flour,  Self  Raising 

11 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Flour,  Plain,  Various 

17 

6 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Foods,  Baby  and  Tonic  .  . 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Gelatin 

1 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gravy  Browning  and  Salt 

6 

22 

6 

— 

— 

1 

Herbs,  Spices  and  Condiments  . . 

64 

42 

1 

— 

Honey 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  . . 

31 

31 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Jellies,  etc.  . . 

42 

24 

18 

8 

6 

2 

Margarine  .  . 

Meat  Products,  Open  [a]  Sausages  and  Sausage 

13 

2 

1 1 

Meat 

62 

59 

3 

6 

6 

— 

[b)  Brawn,  etc.  .  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Products,  Canned  .  . 

19 

5 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  . 

1334 

1229 

105 

39 

37 

2 

,,  Accredited 

177 

177 

— 

5 

5 

— 

,,  Heat  Treated 

13 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Pasteurised  .  . 

956 

578 

378 

9 

2 

7 

,,  Sterilised 

283 

278 

5 

1 

1 

— ■ 

,,  Channel  Island 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,  ,,  Tuberculin  Tested 

19 

19 

— 

4 

4 

— 

..  ,,  Pasteurised 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Tuberculin  Tested  .  . 

274 

265 

9 

4 

4 

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  Sterilised 

5 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

.  ,,  Pasteurised 

215 

198 

17 

1 

1 

— 

!!  ,,  ,,  Certified 

25 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Certified  Channel  Island 
’  ,,  Pasteurised 

4 

4 

■  ■  ■ 

■ 

— 

”  Channel  Island 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Certified,  Channel  Island 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Condensed 

6 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Oils,  Cooking,  Refined  and  Salad 

6 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Pickles,  Various 

9 

1 

1 

9 

1 

Potato  Products 

— 

— 

Preserves,  various 

58 

18 

40 

2 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream  and  Dressing 

9 

1 

8 

2 

1 

Sauces,  various 

33 

6 

27 

3 

Soups 

16 

12 

19 

16 

16 

32 

4 

1 

8 

1 

10 

c 

12 

11 

11 

15 

6 

27 

— — 

■ 

— 

Sugar 

Sweets,  Sweet  Spreads  and  Syrup 

3 

1 

2 

Tea  . . 

Vinegars 

2 

O 

Unclassified 

O 

O 

4289 

3206 

1083 

125 

93 

32 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Of  the  4,289  samples  submitted  from  the  County  Area,  4,164  were 
found  to  be  genuiue  and  125  adulterated  or  below  standard,  the  percentage 
of  adulteration  being  2.9%.  The  figures  again  shew  a  decrease  in  the  rate 
of  adulteration  for  the  County  as  compared  with  last  year,  the  figures 
for  1947 — 1950  being  12.2,  7.7,  5.4,  and  5.1  per  cent,  respectively. 

(1)  Milk. — Three  thousand,  three  hundred  and  eighteen  samples  of 
milk,  of  all  grades,  were  submitted  for  analysis.  These  comprised  322 
samples  of  “  Tuberculin  Tested,”  177  ‘'Accredited,”  1,182  ”  Pasteurised,” 
288  Sterilised,  13  Heat  Treated,  2  Channel  Island  and  1,334  undesignated 
milk,  Sixty-foiu'  or  1.9  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  of  which 
23  contained  added  water,  2  contained  added  water  and  hypochlorite,  38 
were  deficient  in  fat  and  1  contained  added  veater  in  addition  to  being 
fat  deficient.  These  figures  do  NOT  include  “Appeal  to  Cov/  ”  samples. 

Action  taken. — Of  the  64  unsatisfactory  samples  39  were  of 
undesignated  milk.  They  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

In  the  case  of  17  vendors  representing  25  unsatisfactory  samples  the 
adulterations  were  small  and  cautions  were  issued.  In  the  case  of  10 
unsatisfactory  samples,  further  samples  were  taken  from  the  same  sources 
and  found  to  be  genuine. 

Three  vendors  were  prosecuted  in  respect  of  3  samples  of  milk  found 
to  contain  added  water,  added  water  and  fat  deficiency  and  added  water 
and  deficiency  in  solids-not-fat.  One  of  the  vendors  was  prosecuted  for 
obstruction.  The  remaining  case  was  noted  down  for  further  sampling. 

Four  liundred  and  twenty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  below  the 
presumptive  standard^ — 395  in  respect  of  solids-not-fat  which  were  found 
by  the  Freezing  Point  Test  not  to  be  adulterated  with  added  water  and 
15  samples  vrere  below  the  presumiptive  standard  of  3.0%  fat,  the  deficien¬ 
cies  being  due  to  natural  causes.  Eighteen  were  below  the  presumptive 
standards  in  both  fat  and  solids-not-fat,  the  deficiencies  being  proved  by 
“Appeal  to  Cow  ”  samples  to  be  due  to  natural  causes. 

With  regard  to  25  .samples  of  Designated  Milk  which  were  found  to 
be  adulterated,  3  producers  were  prosecuted  in  respect  of  4  samples,  viz., 
2  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  found  to  contain  added  water  and  deficiency 
in  solids-not-fat  and  fat  deficiency  and  2  samples  of  Accredited  Milk  con¬ 
tained  added  water  with  hypochlorite  present. 

Cautions  were  issued  against  3  producers  with  regard  to  3  samples  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  containing  added  water  and  deficient  in  .solids- 
not-fat  and  fat  deficiency,  and  2  samples  of  Accredited  Milk  deficient  in 
fat  and  solids-not-fat. 

Four  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Channel  Islands  Milk  were 
deficient  in  fat.  Repeat  samples  also  proved  low  in  fat  and  the  case  was 
reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

In  the  case  of  the  remaining  12  samples  of  Designated  Milk,  further 
samples  were  taken  from  the  same  sources  in  respect  of  9  samples  and 
were  found  to  be  genuine.  The  remaining  case  of  Accredited  Milk 
deficient  in  fat  and  solids-not-fat  and  two  cases  of  Pasteurised  Milk  con¬ 
taining  added  water  were  noted  down  for  further  sampling. 

In  total,  20  producers  or  retailers  were  cautioned,  6  were  prosecuted 
and  fines  amounting  to  ^17  Os.  Od.  together  with  {JdA  6s.  3d.  special  costs 
were  imposed. 

“Appeal  to  Cow  ”  Samples.- — One  hundred  and  twenty-one  samples 
were  submitted,  27  of  which  were  below  the  presumptive  standard  of 
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8.5%  solids-not-fat.  I^ourtecn  were  below  the  presumptive  standard  of 
3.0%  fat  and  8  were  below  both  these  standards. 


1  he  average  composition  of  the  milks  of  all  grades,  including  “Appeal 
to  Cow  “  samples,  was  ; — 


h'at 

Solids-not-fat 


8  66%}  Solids~l2.34% 


Of  the  3,254  samples  of  milk,  of  all  grades,  passed  as  genuine,  395 
(12.1  per  cent.)  were  naturally  poor  in  solids-not-fat,  their  Freezing  Point 
(Hortvet)  showing  that  they  were  genuine.  Fifteen  samples  (0.5%)  were 
naturally  poor  in  fat  and  18  were  naturally  poor  in  both  fat  and  solids- 
not-fat,  the  Freezing  Point  (Hortvet)  and  “Appeal  to  Cow  “  samples 
proving  them  to  be  genuine. 

(2)  General  Articles  of  Food. — Nine  hundred  and  seventy-one 
articles  were  examined  and  61  samples  (38  formal  and  23  informal) 
were  found  to  be  adulterated. 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  4  cases  of  Ice  Cream.  One  case 
was  dismissed  on  technical  grounds.  Fines  of  ;f30  Os.  Od.  together  with 
special  costs  amounting  to  £1  14s.  Od.  were  imposed  on  the  remaining  3 
cases. 

One  case  has  been  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  with  regard  to 
“  Farinoca,“  a  preparation  from  Potato  Starch.  The  designation  is  not 
an  appropriate  one. 

The  following  informal  samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  In 
every  case  the  fullest  investigations  were  made  and  subsequent  action 
taken  by  the  manufacturers  and  packers  to  rectify  the  deficiencies  found : 

Herbs  and  Honey  Cough  Mixture,  Gruyere  Cheese,  Lunch  Herring  in 
Wine  Sauce,  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion,  Lard,  Crab  Paste,  Cherries  in 
Syrup,  Tea  Time  Tablets,  Synthetic  Cream  Powder,  Table  Jelly,  Dressed 
Salmon,  Tomato  Ketchup,  Sago,  Essence  of  Coffee  and  Chicory,  Lemon 
Butter  and  Pineapple  Spread,  Wonder  Orange  Drink,  Trifle  filling. 
Breadcrumbs,  Cayenne,  Spirit  of  Sal  \^olatile.  Lemon  Curd,  Tomatoes, 
Peeled. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

The  110  samples  submitted  included  60  Fertilisers  and  50  Feeding 
Stuffs. 

Of  the  60  Fertilisers,  41  were  satisfactory,  4  were  deficient  of  and  11 
contained  an  excess  of  one  ingredient.  Two  contained  an  excess  of  2 
ingredients  and  2  were  deficient  in  one  ingredient  and  bore  an  incorrect 
statement  of  another  ingredient. 

Of  the  50  Feeding  Stuffs,  31  were  satisfactory,  10  were  deficient  and 
3  contained  an  excess  of  one  ingredient.  Two  were  deficient  in  two 
ingredients.  Two  were  deficient  in  one  ingredient  and  contained  an  excess 
of  another,  and  two  were  submitted  with  defective  statutory  statements. 


Drinking  Waters 

Five  hundred  and  forty-five  samples  of  drinking  waters  were  analysed 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  258  for  full  analysis,  268  for  partial  analysis,  10 
for  full  analysis  and  plumbo-solvency  and  9  for  special  analysis. 
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Of  the  545  samples  for  analysis  : — 

398  samples  were  of  satisfactory  quality. 

24  samples  contained  sewage  pollution. 

82  samples  contained  organic  pollution. 

24  samples  were  of  doubtful  quality. 

2  samples  contained  metallic  contamination. 

13  samples  contained  both  organic  and  sewage  pollution. 

1  sample  contained  both  sewage  and  metallic  contamination. 

1  sample  contained  both  organic  and  metallic  contamination. 

Swimming  Bath  and  Pool  Waters 

29  samples  were  submitted  for  ordinary  analysis. 

1  sample  was  submitted  for  Chlorine  content  only. 

River  Waters  and  Effluents 

182  samples  were  submitted  for  full  analysis. 

4  samples  were  submitted  for  partial  analysis. 

11  samples  were  submitted  for  special  analysis. 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  the  year  662  samples  were  examined  for  the  six  Local  Auth¬ 
orities  in  the  County  Area  taking  part  in  this  work. 

The  samples  were  grouped  as  follows  : — 

{a)  Soils. — tested  for  a  possible  increase  in  acidity  caused  by  acid 
fumes  in  the  air  being  brought  down  by  rain. 

(b)  Cylinders  coated  with  Lead  Peroxide — (prepared  in  the  laboratory) 
which,  when  properly  exposed,  combine  with  the  sulphurous  gases  in  the 
air.  The  resulting  sulphate  is  estimated  and  gives  a  measure  of  atmos¬ 
pheric  sulphur  pollution. 

(c)  Rainwater  Deposits — The  rainwater  and  the  atmospheric  dirt 
which  it  brings  down  are  collected  in  special  gauges  whose  contents  are 
analysed  each  month  in  the  laboratory. 

The  first  two  groups  involve  comparatively  simple  determinations. 
The  analyis  of  the  rainwater  and  the  accompanying  deposit  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  lengthy  business  involving  considerable  analytical  work 
and  tedious  methematical  calculations.  The  results,  however,  yield  much 
useful  information  since  they  measure  the  rainfall  itself,  the  amount  of 
dirt  it  brings  down,  and  the  amount  of  tar,  combustible  matter,  grit  and 
other  constituents  of  such  dirt.  UsefuTas  these  figures  are  they  are  by 
no  means  a  measure  of  the  total  pollution  which  occurs.  In  a  badly 
polluted  area  there  is  a  considerable  amount  of  dirt  suspended  in  the 
atmosphere  which  is  not  deposited  in  the  gauge  but  which  contributes  to 
a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  sunlight  getting  through  to  ground  level 
and,  with  the  air  they  breathe,  is  drawn  into  the  lungs  of  the  people  in 
such  areas. 
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The  figures  obtained  do  provide  a  means  of  comparing  the  relative 
pollution  in  different  areas  and  so  the  main  items  are  illustrated  below  : — 

TABLE  III 


A  verage 

A  verage 

A verage 

M  onthly 

Monthly 

Sulphur  Pollution 

A  uthofity 

Gaui^e  No. 

Rainfall 

Solid  Deposit 

(as  mg  S03  / 

[inches] 

[tons/  sq. mile) 

sq.cm,  per  day) 

“A” 

D131 

3.44 

15.0 

D132 

3.22 

17.3 

0.81  to  1.26 

D234 

3.19 

10.6 

“  B  ” 

D150 

2.65 

23.0 

0.82  to  1 .55 

D312 

2.80 

22.0 

“  C  ” 

D243 

2.72 

19.0 

D244 

2.85 

35.2 

1 .30  to  1 .87 

D245 

2.85 

20.2 

D246 

2.91 

27.6 

“  D  ” 

D353 

2.80 

24.2 

1 .63  to  3.50 

D354 

2.85 

15.7 

“  p:  ” 

D311 

2.80 

13.0 

D309 

— 

— 

0.97  to  1.40 

D304 

2.67 

15.8 

x\OTE- 

— The  sulphur 

figures  are 

given  as  a  range 

since  there  are 

many  more  sulphur  candles  than  rain  gauges  covering  a  wider  range  of 
sites  for  exposure. 

The  highest  figure  recorded  gives  a  deposit  of  total  solid  matter  for 
the  whole  year  of  422.3  tons  per  square  mile  which  may  be  compared  with 
that  of  550  to  650  tons  recorded  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  country. 

The  lowest  figure — 127.7  tons  per  square  mile — may  be  compared 
with  that  of  94  tons  obtained  at  a  sanatorium  in  a  neighbouring  county. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933 

Four  samples  were  submitted  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  They 
included  one  sample  each  of  Pine  Disinfectant,  Jeyes  Fluid,  Chemical 
Lavatory  Solution  and  Racason  Sanitary  Fluid.  The  nature  and  quantity 
of  the  active  ingredients  found  in  these  samples  showed  that  they  were- 
exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act  and  its  Rules.  The  Pine  Disinfec¬ 
tant  received  an  adverse  comment  because  it  had  separated  into  three 
immiscible  layers  and  so  it  was  impossible,  using  normal  methods,  to 
obtain  a  uniform  and  representative  portion  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle. 

Miscellaneous  Samples 

The  68  samples  grouped  here  are  sub-divided  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Public  Health  Samples — 30  samples  of  food  and  drugs  came  under 
this  heading.  They  include  samples  of  articles  which  gave  rise  to  complaint 
and  articles  from  authorities  other  than  authorised  Food  and  Drugs 
Authorities. 

Samples  giving  rise  to  complaint  included  two  samples  of  Ham  which 
were  found  to  be  free  from  metallic  contamination  ;  two  samples  of  Flour 
and  a  sample  of  Baking  Powder  taken  in  connection  with  a  case  of  alleged 
dermatitis  ;  a  sample  of  Canned  Cherries  which  had  an  offensive  smell 
and  contained  an  excessive  amount  of  iron  ;  a  sample  of  sugar  which  was 
contaminated  with  dirt  and  jute  fibres  from  the  sack  in  which  it  was 
stored  ;  a  sample  of  Milk  which  contained  blood  ;  and  a  drug  which  was 
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supplied  as  potassium  citrate  but  proved  to  be  potassium  bicarbonate. 
The  remaining  samples  veere  19  Ice  Cream  samples  ajid  2  samples  of  School 
Milk  submitted  by  local  inspectors. 

{h)  Private  sam^ples.- — The  32  samples  in  this  group  included  a  v/ide 
range  of  specimens.  Nine  cows  ribs  were  sent  in  by  a  local  Veterina,ry 
Surgeon  for  the  estimation  cf  fluorine  content.  It  was  alleged  that  the 
animals  suffered  from  chronic  f>oisonmg  a.s  a  result  of  the  contamination 
of  herbage,  water  and  the  atmxosphere  by  the  fumes  from  a  nearby 
factor}/.  Also  from  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  came  3  specimens  of  urine  arid 
two  of  blood,  taken  from  Greyhounds,  and  to  be  examined  for  sedative 
drugs  (3  specimens)  or  stimulants  (2  specimens). 

Eight  samples  of  air  were  received  for  the  estimation  of  carbon- 
dioxide  content.  Three  of  these  related  to  a  question  of  office  ventilation 
while  five  were  in  connection  with  tests  on  the  ventilation  of  pig-houser. 

The  local  hospital  submitted  3  specimens.  A  urine  was  examined  for 
lead  content  while  some  stomach  contents  and  some  meat  were  tested 
for  metallic  contamination.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  submitted  a 
specimen  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  to  be  tested  for  barbiturates. 

A  baby’s  white  v/ool  knitted  coat  v/as  sent  in  for  examination  owing 
to  its  discoloured  condition  following  home-w^ashing  and  drying  outside. 
It  was  thought  that  the  atmosphere  of  that  area — a  highly  industrialised 
one — mxight  be  responsible.  No  evidence,  however,  could  be  found  to 
confirm  this  suspicion.  It  was  found  that  rinsing  of  the  coat  following 
washing  had  been  quite  inadequate,  and  that  it  was  probable  that  the 
action  of  the  sun  on  the  coat  in  that  state  had  resulted  in  the  discoloura¬ 
tion. 

A  local  farmer  sent  in  a  sample  of  Baby  Chick  Food  which  he  sus¬ 
pected  of  poisoning  his  chickens.  Its  only  abnormial  feature  was  a  very 
high  calcium  content.  Another  specimen  was  of  a  deposit  from  a  surface- 
water  culvert  near  a  gasAvorks.  It  consisted,  chiefly,  of  large  jelly-like 
masses.  Apparently  they  were  due  to  the  stimulation  of  algal  and  other 
growths  since  there  was  no  normal  jelly-forming  substance  present. 

The  remaining  three  samples  were  submitted  by  a  local  authority 
outside  the  County  Area,  for  whom  the  laborator}/  has  undertaken  the 
estimation  of  Vitamin  ‘"A.” 

(c)  Laboratory  Test  Samples — These  samples  were  obtained  to  try  out 
new  methods  of  analysis  and  six  were  examined,  all  of  them  relating  to 
the  problem  of  the  estimation  of  milk  pov/der  in  sausages.  They  included 
2  samples  of  Pork  Sausage,  2  samples  of  Skimmed  Milk  Powder  and  one 
sample  each  of  Beef  Sausage  and  Sausage  Rusk. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  Department’s  activities,  in  ensuring  a  clean  and  wholesome  milk 
free  from  disease  reaches  the  consumer,  continues  to  increase. 

Details  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  show  the  number  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year  have  increased,  both  street  milk  samples  and 
samples  taken  at  schools.  Milk  pasteurising  and  sterilising  plants  have 
been  closely  supervised  and  the  nine  pasteurising  and  four  sterilising 
licences  were  re-issued  for  the  year. 

Samples  of  retail  milk  (street  milk  sampling)  are  taken  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  Administrative  County  by  the  Department  except  in 
the  areas  of  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Newcastle  and  the  Urban  District 
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of  Brierley  Hill  as  these  are  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities.  In  addition, 
by  arrangement,  the  County  Council  staff  undertake  street  milk  sampling 
for  the  Rowley  Regis  Municipal  Council,  although  this  authority  is  a  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority. 

The  samples  are  examined  for  cleanliness  and  for  tuberculosis,  and 
in  the  case  of  pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk  for  efficiency  of  pasteurising 
or  of  sterilising.  Two  sampling  officers  are  engaged  on  this  work.  During 
the  year  a  not  inconsiderable  amount  of  work  was  carried  out  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  with  regard 
to  Brucella  Abortus  infection  of  milk  and  many  farmers  were  assisted  in 
tracing  affected  animals,  the  milk  supply  from  such  animals  being 
diverted  for  heat  treatment  or  not  being  used  for  human  consumption. 

The  results  of  all  retail  milk  .samples  are  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  where  the  milk  is  sold  and  where  it  is 
produced.  The  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  County  where  the  milk  is 
produced  is  also  notified  of  failed  raw  milk  samples.  The  responsibility 
for  clean  milk  production  in  on  the  Milk  Production  Officers  of  the 
Ministr}/  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  no  information  is  given  to  me 
of  what  action  or  the  result  of  any  action  which  may  be  taken  by  these 
officers. 

Unsatisfactory  samples  of  heat  processed  milk  are  dealt  with  by  this 
Department  if  from  processing  plants  within  the  Administrative  County. 
Otherwise  the  results  are  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  in  whose  area  the  particular  processing  plant 
is  situated. 

All  tubercular  positive  milk  samples  are  reported  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  to  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts  where  the  milk  is  produced  and 
retailed.  The  tables  which  follow  show  the  details  regarding  numbers  of 
samples  taken,  together  with  the  results  of  the  various  tests.  The  first 
table  is  a  summary  of  all  samples  collected  with  the  exception  of  those 
taken  from  schools  and  institutions  which  are  dealt  with  separately  in 
later  paragraphs.  The  summary  shows  the  numbers  of  samples  of  milk 
of  the  various  grades,  together  with  the  results  of  the  tests  applicable  to 
such  grades. 

It  will  be  seen  that  so  far  as  the  cleanliness  (methylene  blue)  test  is 
concerned  the  raw  milks  show  some  improvement,  as  also  do  the  pasteur¬ 
ised  and  sterilised  milks. 

So  far  as  the  biological  tests  are  concerned  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
is  a  very  slight  improvement.  The  number  of  samples  submitted  for 
biological  examination  in  1951  was  2,293,  as  against  2,821  in  1950.  The 
number  of  tubercular  positive  samples  found  was  76,  as  compared  with 
100  in  1950.  The  number  of  samples  that  can  be  submitted  for  biological 
examination  is  governed  by  the  supply  of  guinea  pigs  and  any  break-down 
in  the  supply  reflects  the  decreased  number  of  samples  submitted  for 
biological  examination. 

Resulting  out  of  the  76  positive  samples  found  by  this  Department 
60  cows  were  found  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Veterin¬ 
ary  Surgeon  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  and  were  slaughtered  under 
the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1938. 

During  1951,  45  cases  were  reported  by  Authorities  outside  the 
Administrative  County  of  tuberculous  milk  produced  in  the  County  but 
sampled  outside,  usually  at  large  dairies  where  the  milk  was  about  to  be 
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pasteurised.  These  cases  are  dealt  with  by  this  Department  and  reported 
to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  and  also  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  where 
the  milk  is  produced.  As  a  result  32  tubercular  cows  (in  addition  to  the 
60  cows  aforementioned)  were  found  and  slaughtered. 

The  second  table  shows  the  numbers  of  ungraded  milk  samples  col¬ 
lected  in  each  of  the  sanitary  districts  of  the  administrative  area,  together 
with  the  results  of  the  examinations.  The  figures  in  brackets  denote  the 
number  of  samples  NOT  submitted  to  the  biological  test. 


22 


SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  COLLECTED  (EXCLUDING  SAMPLES  FROM  SCHOOLS  AND  INSTITUTIONS)  1st  JANUARY  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1951 
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UNGRADED  MILK  SAMPLES 


1st  January  to  31st  December,  1951 


Sanitary 

District 

No.  of 
samples 
Submitted 

Result  of  Examination 

T.B. 

Cleanliness 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Urban  : 

1 

1 

1 

Aldridge 

13  (2) 

9 

4 

— 

Amblecote 

17  (3) 

13 

4 

— 

Biddulph 

178  (34) 

141 

37 

4 

Bilston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brownhills 

25  (12) 

19 

6 

— 

Cannock 

46  (16) 

40 

6 

2 

Coseley 

21  (6) 

17 

4 

— 

Darlaston 

1  (1) 

1 

— 

— 

Kidsgrove 

109  (39) 

81 

28 

2 

Leek  . . 

98  46 

77 

21 

1 

Lichfield 

3  (1) 

2 

1 

— 

Rugeley 

23  (2) 

13 

10 

— 

Sedgley 

33  (14) 

31 

2 

— 

Stafford 

32  (12) 

26 

6 

— 

Stone  . . 

36  (16) 

32 

4 

— 

Tam  worth 

33  (29) 

25 

8 

— 

Tettenhall 

20  (9) 

12 

8 

— 

Tipton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Uttoxeter 

47  (27) 

33 

14 

3 

Wednesbury  . . 

3(2) 

3 

— 

— 

Wednesfield  .  . 

7  (2) 

5 

2 

— 

Willenhall  . . 

33  (24) 

29 

4 

1 

Rural : 

Cannock 

192  (69) 

152 

40 

5 

Cheadle 

552  (221) 

418 

134 

12 

Leek  . . 

309  (100) 

227 

82 

3 

Lichfield 

185  (51) 

134 

51 

3 

Newcastle 

197  (45) 

158 

39 

3 

Seisdon 

68  (17) 

49 

19 

1 

Stafford 

202  (72) 

160 

42 

7 

Stone  . . 

197  (67) 

136 

61 

10 

Tutbury 

167  (60) 

117 

50 

13 

Uttoxeter 

124  (33) 

75 

49 

2 

Totals 

2971  (1032) 

2235 

736 

72 
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Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  the  suppliers  of  designated  and 
undesignated  milks  to  schools  or  departments  were  as  detailed  in  the 
following  table  : — 

Schools  or 


No.  of 

Departments 

Children 

Suppliers 

Supplied 

Supplied 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  .  . 

15 

15 

2,428 

“Accredited  “  .  . 

16 

16 

468 

“  Pasteurised  ”  .  . 

55 

517 

83,620 

Undesignated 

1 

1 

7 

87 

549 

86,523 

School  milk  supplies  are  sampled  twice  a  term  after  delivery  to  the 
•schools.  Raw  milks  are  examined  bacteriologically  and  biologically, 
Pasteurised  milks  by  the  Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue  Tests.  Pasteur¬ 
ised  milk,  it  will  be  noted,  continues  to  replace  raw  milk. 

All  herds  producing  milk  are,  of  course,  under  supervision  by  the 
veterinary  staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but,  in  the 
case  of  undesignated  production,  examinations  are  normally  made  less 
frequently.  However,  as  far  as  school  milk  is  concerned,  the  Divisional 
Inspector  agreed  to  deal  with  the  matter  adequately,  so  that  the  supplies, 
which  are  in  districts  where  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  designated  milk,  can 
continue. 

The  number  of  samples  collected  at  schools  during  1951  was  803. 
Of  these,  41  failed  to  conform  with  the  required  standard  of  cleanliness. 
This  shows  a  marked  improvement  over  1950  when  93  samples  out  of  702 
failed  to  reach  the  required  standard.  When  an  unsatisfactory  result  is 
obtained,  notification  is  made  to  the  supplier  and/or  producer  and  the 
Ministry  of  x^griculture  and  Fisheries,  and  repeat  samples  are  taken.  If 
no  improvement  is  effected  it  is  recommended  to  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  that  the  supplier  be  changed. 

In  1951,  585  samples  from  Pasteurised  supplies  were  submitted  to 
the  Phosphatase  Test,  10  being  unsatisfactory. 

As  regards  the  biological  examination  of  samples,  where  tubercle 
bacilli  are  found,  the  school  supply  is  cancelled  immediately  and  is  not 
resumed  from  the  particular  source  until  the  herd  is  free  from  infection. 
In  the  meantime,  where  possible,  alternative  arrangements  are  made  so 
that  the  scheme  is  not  interfered  with.  The  number  of  tuberculous 
samples  during  the  year  was  3  and  the  procedure  mentioned  above  was 
adopted. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

During  the  year,  45  notifications  in  respect  of  milk  produced  in 
Staffordshire,  which  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli,  were  made  by 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  districts  outside  the  area  administered  by 
the  County  Council.  No  complaint  was  made  to  outside  Authorities  in 
respect  of  milk  sent  into  this  County  for  sale.  In  this  respect  the  County 
and  County  Borough  Public  Health  Departments  act  in  the  capacity  of 
clearing  houses  only,  and  the  appropriate  action  regarding  the  herds  is 
taken  by  the  veterinary  staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
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General 

Apart  from  the  foregoing,  sampling  was  undertaken  at  certain  private 
schools,  hospitals,  sanatoria  and  institutions,  and,  of  414  samples  obtained 
during  the  year,  46  were  unsatisfactory  from  a  cleanliness  standpoint. 
Three  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  and  were  appropriately  dealt 
with. 

WATER  SUPPLIES,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

For  the  financial  year  1951/52  a  sum  of  £16,300  was  contributed  by 
the  County  Council  to  District  Councils  towards  water  and  sewerage 
schemes.  This  was  made  up  by  : — 

■  £  S.  d. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  .  .  14,134  10  5 

Water  Schemes  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  2,166  1  4 


£16,300  11  9 


The  following  is  a  list  of  schemes  considered  by  the  department  for 
grants  or  loans  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944, 
or  Section  307  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Water  Supplies 

Cheadle  Rural  District  Council 

A  scheme  was  submitted  for  the  extension  of  water  mains  in 
the  Parishes  of  Oakamoor  and  Cheadle  to  provide  a  mains  supply 
for  Oakamoor  and  minor  extensions  along  Stony  Dale  and  Dim- 
mingsdale.  The  scheme  was  approved,  the  question  of  a  contribu¬ 
tion  towards  the  cost  being  deferred  pending  the  views  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Stafford  Rural  District  Council 

A  small  scheme  for  an  extension  of  water  mains  at  High 
Offley  and  The  Green,  Woodseaves,  was  considered. 

Both  schemes  were  approved,  the  question  of  a  grant  towards 
the  cost  being  deferred  pending  the  views  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government. 

Stone  Rural  District  Council 

A  scheme  was  submitted  for  the  extension  of  a  water  main 
from  near  the  Bird-in-Hand  Hotel  along  the  Hilderstone — Cress- 
well  road. 

The  main  would  run  for  some  distance  along  the  boundary 
between  the  Stone  and  Cheadle  districts  and  could  serve  certain 
properties  in  the  Cheadle  district. 

The  scheme  was  approved,  the  question  of  a  contribution 
being  deferred  pending  the  views  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 

Tuthury  Rural  District  Council 

A  scheme  for  extending  a  water  main  at  Sich  Lane  and  Luce- 
pool  Lane,  Yoxall,  was  considered.  The  scheme  was  approved  in 
part  with  a  suggestion  that  consideration  be  given  by  the  Rural 
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District  Council  and  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  to  see  if 
the  cost  of  one  section  could  be  reduced  by  extending  it  to  bring  in 
more  properties. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Cannock  Rural  District  Council 

A  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  parts  of  the 
parishes  of  Great  Wyrley,-  Cheslyn  Hay  and  Saredon  was  con¬ 
sidered.  The  scheme  covered  the  provision  of  sewers  in  the  Wedges 
Mills  and  Jacobs  Lane  district  ;  renewing  certain  existing  sewers  ; 
the  abolition  of  two  existing  sewage  works,  one  of  which  was 
obsolete  and  the  other  inadequate,  and  providing  instead  pumping 
stations  to  pump  the  sewage  to  the  Cannock  Urban  District’s 
disposal  works. 

The  scheme  was  approved,  but  the  question  of  payment  of 
grant  was  deferred  pending  the  views  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government. 

Cheadle  Rural  District  Council 

A  scheme  for  the  sewering  and  provision  for  sewage  disposal 
in  the  villages  of  Kingsley  and  Kingsley  Holt  was  considered. 

The  existing  arrangements  at  Kingsley  were  inadequate  and 
no  proper  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal  facilities  were  in  existence 
at  Kingsley  Holt.  In  both  cases  pollution  of  streams  was  being 
caused. 

Both  schemes  were  approved,  consideration  as  to  making  a 
grant  towards  the  cost  of  the  scheme  being  deferred  pending  the 
views  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Newcastle  Rural  District  Council 

Proposals  were  submitted  for  the  provision  of  a  sewerage 
scheme  and  a  new  disposal  works  for  the  parishes  of  Keele  and 
Madeley.  New  sewers  were  to  be  provided  from  Madeley  to  Keele 
with  branches  to  Quarry  Bank  and  towards  Leycett.  The  existing 
overloaded  and  obsolete  works  at  Madeley  were  to  be  replaced 
by  new  works  on  the  same  site. 

The  scheme  was  approved  in  principle. 

Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 

The  Rural  District  submitted  a  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of 
the  Giggetty  district,  Wombourne.  The  sewers,  which  would 
connect  with  the  existing  Wombourne  disposal  works,  were 
necessitated  by  new  housing  in  the  area  and  would  also  serve  a 
number  of  existing  properties. 

The  sewers  would  cover  one  of  the  Rural  District’s  “  overspill” 
housing  sites. 

The  scheme  was  approved,  the  question  of  a  contribution 
towards  the  cost  being  deferred  pending  the  views  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Seisdon  Rural  District  Cotmcil 

A  scheme  was  submitted  for  the  sewering  of  the  village  of 
Pattingham  and  the  provision  of  a  sewage  disposal  works.  The 
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village  ha?  no  proper  sewerage  system  and  no  dis, osai  Wi'iks. 
Pollution  of  streams  is  being  caused. 

The  number  of  existing  properties  was  192  with  a  population 
of  some  760.  This  was  expected  to  increase  to  459  properties  with 
a  population  of  some  1,600  under  the  Development  Plan  for  the 
area. 

The  Council  approved  the  scheme,  consideration  as  to  the 
payment  of  a  grant  being  deferred  pending  the  views  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Seisdon  R^iral  District  Council 

A  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  hamlet  of 
Smestow  was  considered.  The  scheme  provided  for  some  43  pro¬ 
perties. 

The  scheme  was  approved,  but  the  question  regarding  a 
contribution  towards  the  cost  was  deferred  pending  the  views  of 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Seisdon  Rural  District  Council 

An  application  for  a  grant  towards  the  cost  of  sewer  extensions 
at  Orton  Lane,  Greenhill,  and  Sytch  Lane,  Womboume,  was 
received  when  the  scheme  had  been  practically  completed  and 
before  the  County  Council  had  been  consulted. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  need  for  the  sewer  extensions  had 
not  been  established  and  that  the  cost  per  property  was  regarded 
as  excessive,  the  application  for  a  grant  was  not  approved. 

Stafford  Rural  District  Cotmcil 

Proposals  were  submitted  for  a  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  for  the  village  of  Nor  bury. 

The  County  Council  approved  the  scheme,  consideration  as 
to  the  making  of  a  grant  being  deferred  until  the  views  of  the 
Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning  vcere  known. 

Stafford  Rural  District  Council 

A  scheme  for  the  purchase  from  the  Air  Ministry  of  a  sewage 
disposal  works,  pumping  station,  rising  main,  manholes  and 
certain  lengths  of  sewer  originally  provided  for  the  R.A.F.  Station 
at  Hixon  was  considered. 

The  scheme  could  be  utilised  for  the  village  at  Hixon  and 
could  also  be  used  for  the  drainage  of  Weston,  Stcwe,  Pasturefields 
and  Shirley wich. 

The  scheme  was  approved,  consideration  as  to  making  a 
contribution  towards  the  cost  being  deferred  pending  the  views  of 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Tuthury  Rural  District  Council 

A  scheme  was  submitted  for  providing  new  sewage  disposal 
works  and  pumping  station  at  Barton-under-Needwood  together 
with  a  new  length  of  interconnecting  sewer.  The  existing  works 
and  pumping  plant  were  incapable  of  dealing  adequately  with  the 
amount  of  sewage  reaching  them  and  pollution  of  a  stream  was 
taking  place. 
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The  scheme  was  approved,  the  question  of  making  a  contribu¬ 
tion  towards  the  cost  being  deferred  pending  the  views  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Bilston  Borough  Council 

An  application  towards  the  cost  of  a  sewerage  scheme  for 
Moxley  and  Lower  Bradley  which  had  been  carried  out  was  con¬ 
sidered,  but  was  deferred  until  the  question  of  how  the  scheme 
was  to  be  divided  (financially)  as  between  a  housing  matter  or  a 
public  health  matter. 

Of  the  schemes  considered  by  the  Health  Department  in  1950, 

progress  has  been  made  as  follows  : — 

i. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Stone  Rural  District  Council.  Norton  Bridge 

The  scheme  received  Ministry  approval  and  work  has  started 
on  the  disposal  works. 

Newcastle  Rural  District  Council 

The  extensions  of  the  sewers  and  relaying  of  existing  defective 
sewers  in  the  Wereton  area,  under  the  Audley  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  scheme,  has  started. 

Coseley  Urban  District  Council 

The  laying  of  the  surface  water  sewers  at  Lanesfield  has 
started. 

Stafford  Rural  District  Cotmcil 

The  sewer  extension  at  Islington,  Forton,  has  been  completed. 

Cheadle  Rural  District  Council 

The  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  certain  parts  of  the  parishes 
of  Draycott  and  Forsbrook  received  Ministry  approval  and  it  is 
hoped  to  start  work  in  1952. 

Biddulph  Urban  District  Council 

The  scheme  for  the  sewerage  and  extensions  at  the  existing 
disposal  works  were  completed  before  the  application  for  a  grant 
was  made. 

Water  Supplies 

Newcastle  R.D.C. 

The  water  main  extension  at  Loggerheads  has  been  completed 
and  a  start  made  on  the  Betley  and  on  the  Bowsey  Wood,  Madeley, 
extensions. 

Stone  R.D.C. 

Hartwell  main  extension  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Ministry  Inquiries 

The  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning  held  inquiries 

during  1951  regarding  the  following  schemes 

21.2.51  Cheadle  Rural  District  Council 

Progress  of  the  Cauldon  Low  water  scheme. 

22.2.51  Tutbury  Rural  District  Council 

Yoxall  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme. 
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24.4.51  Cheadle  Rural  District  Council 
Draycott  and  Forsbrook  sewerage  scheme 

19.10.51  Tutbury  Rural  District  Council  - 

Barton-under-Needwood  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 

1.11.51  Stafford  Rural  District  Council  >  •  :  ' 

(1)  Progress  ^of  the  Western  Area  water  schemes. 

(2)  Norbury  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme. 

The  County  Council  was  represented  at  all  the  above  inquiries. 

RURAL  HOUSING 

HOBHOUSE  SURVEY  ^  ^ 

There  is  little  to  report  on  the  Hobhouse  survey.  Two  districts  have 
still  to  complete  the  work  ;  one  is  now  making  good  progress,  but  the 
other  has  still  a  long  way  to  go.  .  . 


■•t 
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The  housing  act,  1949 

Again  the  applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the  above  Act 
have  been  disappointing.  The  following  table  gives  the  position  so  far  as 
the  individual  districts  are  concerned  : — 

Improvements  Grants — Housing  Act,  1949 


A 

;r' 

>  is 


e; 

H 

(/) 


Q  5 
w  2 

H  ^ 

iS 

w  g 

;z;  b 

oo 

H 


cS 

U 

O 

u 


< 

z 

o 


pH 

PL,  O 


T3 

a> 

o 

(U 

<u 


(D 

> 

O 

i-i 

Dh 

cx 

< 


G 

6 


CO 


uo 


04 


04 


04  (O 


T3 


04 


iC 


04  CO 


04 


04 


QJ 

> 

O 

O 


CD 


CD 


04 


00 


00 

04 


>- 

m  w 

G 

HO 

G 

H 
O 

5 

H 
to 


03 

l-i 

G 

G 

O  c 
o 
O 


C 

u 

p 


z 

2Q 

o  ^ 
G  G 
G  p 
Ph  ^ 
O,  Gh 


a> 

a 

<L' 

•» — I 

G 

ps; 


03 

G 

> 

o 

G 

CP 

< 


'a 

G 

> 

• 

G 

G 

G 

Pi 


C 

o 

1m 

'Ph 

Ph 

< 


o 


CD 


CD 


04  — 


CD 


IC 


CO 

04 


04  — 


04  CO  04  (31 


cc 


04 


CD  CO 


a> 


04 


00 

UO 


H 

G 

M 

03 

H 

i/i 

Q 

G 

C 

P3 

P 

X 


o 

Q 

<< 

w 

X 


O 

O 

c 


o  o 


Pi 

Q 

O 

n 

Pi 

o 

H 

ry 

, 

H 

w 

CD 

Pi 

Pi 

X 

w 

X 

<1^ 

O 

O 

X 

X 

< 

o 

Q 

HH 

Pi 

V'h 

o 

O 

PP 

H 

X 

O 

w 

HH 

w 

H 

W 

H 

O 

H 

o 

ty) 

CO 

O) 

r-i 

P 

n 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  noiifiable  infectious  diseases 
amongst  the  home  population  during  the  calendar  year  1951.  On  reference 
to  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  Report  the  numbers  and  death-rates' for  each 
Sanitar3/  District  will  be  found. 

Smallpox. — No  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified  in  1951.  The  last 
cases  recorded  were  in  1947,  when  an  outbreak  occurred  in  the  south 
of  the  County,  mainly  in  Bilston. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
this  disease,  1,129  cases  having  been  notified,  compared  with  1,067  in 
1950.  In  the  Urban  Districts  there  were  823  cases  and  in  the  Rural 
Districts  306,  as  against  788  and  279  respectively  in  the  previous  year. 
The  case-rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  were  : — Urban  Districts, 
1.29,  Rural  Districts  1.41,  with  a  total  County  Rate  of  1.32,  whilst  that 
for  England  and  Wales  was  1.11.  The  corresponding  rates  for  1950  were 
1.23,  1.31,  1.25  and  1.50,  respectively. 

Diphtheria. — There  was  a  substantial  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
this  disease,  for  118  notifications  were  made,  compared  with  46  in  the 
previous  3^ear.  In  the  Urban  Districts  there  were  116  cases,  as  against 
43,  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  2  compared  with  3.  The  total  case-rate  was 
0.14,  whilst  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.02,  as  against  0.05  and  0.02, 
respectively,  in  the  previous  year. 

Eight  deaths  occurred,  all  in  the  Urban  Districts. 

In  1950  there  were  3  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Enteric  Fever. — Forty-four  notifications  of  enteric  fever  were  made 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  7  in  1950.  One  case  was  of  typhoid, 
which  occurred  in  an  Urban  District.  Of  the  43  cases  of  paratyphoid,  23 
were  in  Urban  and  20  in  Rural  Districts,  and  16  of  the  latter  occurred  in 
a  hospital.  A  vigorous  policy  of  inoculation  of  all  possible  contacts  was 
adopted  and  the  outbreak  was  confined  to  the  16  cases  all  of  whom  were 
female.  One  of  the  cases  unfortunately  died. 

In  1950  the  seven  cases  were  as  follows  : — 6  (2  typhoid  and  4  para¬ 
typhoid)  in  Urban  Districts  and  one  paratyphoid  in  a  Rural  District. 
The  1951  case-rates  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  for  typhoid  and  para¬ 
typhoid,  were  0.00  and  0.02  per  thousand  of  the  population  respectively, 
the  Staffordshire  rates  being  0.00  and  0.05. 

Measles.^ — During  the  period,  9,878  notifications  were  made,  which 
indicates  an  appreciable  increase,  for  the  corresponding  figure  for  1950 
was  7,683.  Seven  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  cases  occurred 
in  Urban  and  2,159  in  Rural  Districts,  compared  with  5,616  and  2,067  in 
the  previous  3^ear.  The  1951  case-rates  for  the  County  and  England  and 
Wales  were  11.54  and  14.07  as  against  9.01  and  8.39  in  1950. 

Eight  deaths  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  one  in  the  Rural, 
the  death-rates  being  0.01  and  0.00  respectively.  There  were  twelve 
deaths  in  1950. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifica¬ 
tions,  3,810  being  made  in  1951,  as  compared  with  2,309  in  1950.  In 
the  Urban  Districts  there  were  2,669,  as  against  1,840,  whilst  the  corres¬ 
ponding  figures  for  the  Rural  Districts  were  1,141  and  469.  The  case-rate 
for  the  County  was  4.45  and  for  England  and  Wales,  3.87. 
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There  were  14  deaths  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  8  in  the  Rural,  the 
death-rates  being  0.02  and  0.04  respectively..  In  19v50,  9  deaths  were  due 
to  this  cause. 

DYvSENtery. — Four  hundred  and  seven  notifications  were  made  in 
1951  as  compared  with  130  in  1950  and  14  in  1949.  Twent3-four  of  the 
35  Sanitary  Districts  v/ere  affected,  but  in  3  instances,  viz.,  Kidsgrove 
U.D.,  Leek  R.D.  and  Newcastle  R.D.,  single  cases  only  were  notified. 
Cases  notified  in  other  districts  were  as  follows  : — Aldridge  U.D.  14, 
Bilston  M.B.  6,  Brierley  Hill  U.D.  5,  Brownhills  U.D.  3,  Cannock  LCD.  36, 
Cosele}^  LCD.  10,  Lichfield  M.B.  2,  Newcastle  M.B.  40,  Rowley  Regis 
M.B.  6,  Stafford  M.B.  57,  Tamworth  M.B.  3,  Tipton  M.B.  3,  Wednesbury 
M.B.  12,  Wednesfield  U.D.  7,  Cannock  R.D.  3,  Cheadle  R.D.  47,  Lichfield 
R.D.  123,  Seisdon  R.D.  6,  Stafford  R.D.  5,  Stone  R.D.  9  and  Uttoxeter 
R.D.  7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Acute  Encephalitis,  Meningococcal 
Infection. — New  regulations  designed  to  replace  former  legislation  were 
brought  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1950.  They  introduced 
nomenclature  consistent  with  the  international  standard  classification  of 
diseases  and  slightly  extended  the  scope  of  clinical  conditions  notifiable 
under  the  head  of  acute  encephalitis. 

Thirt\^-four  cases  of  Acute  Poliomeyelitis  were  notified,  compared 
with  280  in  1950,  22  occurring  in  Urban  and  12  in  Rural  Districts.  Three 
cases  of  Acute  Encephalitis  were  notified  compared  with  2  in  previous 
vear.  Two  were  in  Lhban  Districts  and  1  in  a  Rural  District.  Deaths 

v' 

from  these  causes  numbered  5,  3  of  which  occurred  in  Urban  Districts. 
In  1950  there  were  29  deaths,  26  in  Urban  Districts. 

Twenty-five  notifications  of  Meningococcal  Infection  (20  in  1 1  Urban 
areas  and  5  in  4  Rural  Districts)  were  made  during  1951,  compared  with 
8  in  1950.  Six  deaths  occurred,  all  of  which  were  in  Urban  Districts.  In 
the  previous  year  there  were  5  deaths. 

The  deaths  from  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  as  follows  : — 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea.— Sixteen  deaths  occurred 
in  Urban  Districts  and  12  in  Rural  Districts  in  children  under  one  year  of 
age,  the  death-rates  being  1.6  and  3.9,  respectively,  per  thousand  live 
births.  The  figures  for  1950  were  27,  7,  2.6  and  2.1,  respectively. 

Influenza.— In  1951  there  were  291  deaths  in  Urban  and  87  in 
Rural  Districts,  as  compared  with  68  and  14,  respectively,  in  1950. 
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The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  with  the  deaths, 
in  the  Administrative  County  during  1951,  are  as  follows  : — 


Diseases 

Notificati  ons 

Deaths 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

Rural 

Smallpox  . .  . .  . 

— 

— 

* 

* 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

823 

306 

* 

Diphtheria 

116 

2 

8 

— 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

24 

20 

* 

Measles 

7719 

2159 

8 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2669 

1141 

14 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

26 

8 

* 

* 

Erysipelas 

58 

23 

* 

* 

Meningococcal  Infection 

20 

5 

6 

— 

Acute. Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

16 

10 

] 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 

6 

2 

i 

2 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Infective) 

1 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Post  Infectious) 

1 

— 

j 

Pneumonia 

638 

255 

237 

67 

Dysentery  .  .  .  .  . . 

205 

202 

* 

* 

*Not  classified  in  Registrar-General’s  Return 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  shows  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  including 
primary  notifications  and  cases  which  came  to  notice,  otherwise  than  by 
formal  notification,  and  deaths  from  the  disease,  classified  according  to 
age  and  sex  : — - 


1951 

New 

Cases 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

N 

Pulm 

on- 

onary 

Pulmonary 

N 

Pulm 

3n- 

onary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  . 

1 

_ _ 

3 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1—  . 

2—  . 

3 

7 

4 

11 

2 

11 

2 

15 

\  2 

1 

3 

8 

5—  . 

18 

14 

14 

8 

1 

1 

'  c 

10—  . 

9 

18 

7 

8 

f  — 

o 

15—  . 

20— 

39 

44 

66 

80 

3 

9 

8 

11 

\  8 

19 

4 

3 

25—  . 

35—  . 

105 

96 

101 

38 

7 

5 

8 

6 

(■56 

46 

5 

2 

45—  . 

55—  . 

95 

57 

26 

18 

1 

2 

1 

[■86 

23 

4 

2 

65—  . 

24 

5 

1 

2 

16 

5 

— 

3 

75  and  upwards  .  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  .  . 

500 

383 

65  1 

71 

168 

96 

18 

25 

During  1951,  264  deaths  occurred  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
43  from  other  forms  of  this  disease,  the  death-rates  being  0.31  and  0.05, 
respectively.  The  corresponding  rates  for  1950  were  0.34  and  0.06. 
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The  table  which  follows  shows  the  death-rates  in  the  Urban  and 
Kural  Districts  of  the  County  from  1914  : _ 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
Population 

Year 

Phtliisis 

Uiher  forms  of 
Ttibcrculosis 

Urban 

Rural 

Urban 

1  Rural 

1914 

0-89 

0-54 

0-31 

0-20 

1915 

0:94 

0-67 

0-34 

0-29 

1916 

1-01 

0-80 

0-40 

0-29 

1917 

1-01 

0-74 

0-34 

0-31 

1918 

1-03 

0-88 

0-31 

0-28 

1919 

0-83 

0-61 

0-22 

0-30 

1920 

0-75 

0-56 

0-30 

0-21 

1921 

0-80 

0-53 

0-23 

0-21 

1922  ^ 

0-80 

0-55 

0-24 

0-17 

1923 

0-75 

0-58 

0-25 

0-22 

1924 

0-73 

0-58 

0-22 

0-20 

1925 

0-83 

0-49 

0-22 

0-14 

1926 

0-74 

0-50 

0-22 

0-1 1 

1927 

•  0-73 

0-44 

0-21 

C-22 

1928 

0-64 

0-48 

0-14 

0-13 

1929 

0-76 

0-54 

0-15 

0-12 

1939- 

0-72 

0-54 

-  0-15 

0-13 

1931 

0-78 

0-52 

0-17 

0-13 

1932 

0-64 

0-42 

0-16 

0-14 

1933 

0-72 

0-50 

0-14 

0-08 

1934 

0-67 

0-43 

0-11 

0-16 

1935 

0-67 

0-35 

0-13 

0-08 

1936 

0-53 

0-34 

0-11 

0-08 

1937 

0-60 

■  0-41 

0*13 

0-11 

. 1938 

o-sa  - 

0-29 

0-13 

O-l  1 

1939 

0-52 

0-35 

0-09 

C-11 

-  1940 

0-51 

-0-29 

.  0-11 

0-06 

1941 

0  57 

0-33 

0*16 

0-14 

1942 

0-52 

0-34 

0-13 

0-10 

1943 

0-55 

0-29 

0-1  1 

0-07 

1944 

0-52 

0-25 

O’O 

0-07 

1945 

0.56 

0.22 

0.11 

0.09 

1946 

0.49 

0.28 

0.08 

0.06 

1947 

0.47 

0.28 

0.09  - 

0.07 

1948 

0.51 

0.33 

0.07 

0-05 

1949 

0.45 

0.22 

0.06 

0.03 

'1950 

0.39 

0.20 

0.06 

0.06 

1951 

0.37 

0.12 

0.05 

0.04 

Notification 


The  following  are  particulars  of  the  primary  notifications  made 
from  1918  — 


191S 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

192S 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

00  1 
1 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

856 

- 

699 

642 

929 

971 

1029 

974 

1232 

1400 

1106 

1194 

1017 

1021 

1129 

1074 

1 

1933 1934 

1 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

■ 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

929 

825 

831 

858 

789 

726 

669 

788 

830 

841 

798 

769 

775 

813 

'  ■ 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

852 

.837 

•807 

901 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  cases,  other  than  primary  notifications, 
coming  to  notice  from  other  sources  during  the  vear  : — 

1951 

Number  of  cases  other  than  primary  notifications 


coming  to  knowledge  within  the  year  . .  118 

Of  the  above,  transfers  from  other  areas  .  .  .  .  86 

Number  of  un-notified  cases  which  died  .  .  .  .  24 

Number  of  other  cases  which  died,  notification 

being  made  after  death  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 


Ratio  of  un-notified  cases  which  died  to  total 

deaths  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1  :  9.6 

In  1951,  roughly  17  out  of  19  deaths  were  of  cases  notified  under  the 
regulations  before  decease. 

The  total  notifications  are  classified  in  a  preceding  table. 

Registers  of  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  cases  were  included  in  these 
registers  : — 


Total 

Cases 

PULMONARI 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

T  Ota 

7882 

3209 

2744 

5953 

949 

980 

1929 

The  figures  given  above  indicate  that  in  1951  there  was  1  case  of 
tuberculosis  in  every  109  persons,  or  9.2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  table  also  shows  that  in  1951  there  was  one  death  in  approxi¬ 
mately  every  27  cases. 

TUBERCULOSIS  HEALTH  VISITING 

The  present  scheme  was  the  summary  of  conferences  with  the  Chest 
Physicians,  Area  Medical  Officers  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  Nursing 
Supervisors  and  Social  Workers.  The  diagram  produced  illustrates  the 
liaison  between  all  concerned  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  primary  liaison 
is  between  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  Health  Visitor,  who  combines 
this  work  with  that  she  undertakes  in  connection  with  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  the  School  Health  Service. 

Full  success  of  the  Home  Visiting  Scheme  was  not  achieved  during 
the  year,  partly  owing  to  shortages  of  staff  and  also  due  to  illnesses  and 
changes 'concerning  some  of  the  Chest  Physicians.  It  is  recognised  that 
the' amount  of  personal  attention  which  the  latter  can  give  to  the  Health 

Visitors’]  work  greatly  influences  its  success. 

\ 

The;  scheme  allows  for  information  regarding  admissions  and  dis¬ 
charges  of  Sanatoria  cases  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Health  Visitors  by  the 
Area  Medical  Officers,  who  receive  appropriate  details  from  the  Chest 
Physicians.  Patients  discharged  from  Sanatoria  are  advised  to  attend 
their  local  Clinic.  Progress  reports  are  submitted  by  the  Health  Visitor 
each  half  year,  so  that  every  discharged  patient  can  be  considered  to  be 
under  the  care  of  his  local  Chest  Physician  and  also  the  local  Health 
Visitor  if  recommended  by  the  former. 


36 


During  the  year  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Sanatoria  was — 
men  240,  women  203,  children  45.  The  number  of  cases  discharged  was — 
men  178,  women  150,  children  36.  At  the  end  of  1951  awmting  admission 
to  Sanatoria  were — men  48,  women  75,  children  6. 
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B.C.G.  VACCINATION 


During  the  year  a  scheme  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  commenced, 
the  scheme  being  limited  for  the  time  being  to  contacts  and  the  immunisa¬ 
tions  to  Chest  Physicians  approved  for  the  purpose.  In  the  latter  co'h-' 
nection  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  who  are  part-time  officers  of  the  County. 
Council  were  approved  to  administer  the  vaccine.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
a  total  of  48  cases  had  been  vaccinated,  46  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dis¬ 
pensaries  and  2  Staffordshire  patients  in  hospital  by  the  Birmingham 
i  Chest  Physician. 

i!  1  '  ,  •  '  -i 

^  !  -  s  .  .  ■  ”  ■ 

M  CANCER  ^ 

;  In  the  following  table  the  deaths  from  Cancer  during  195C  m  hge 
;  and  sex  groups,  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  the  County,  are 
I  shown  : —  i  I 


Age 

Groups 

Urb 

an  Districts 

R 

ural  Distrix 

its 

Grand 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0—  .. 

1—  . . 

5—  . . 

1 

1 

•2 

D 

3 

2 

■  — 

2 

1 

5 

15—  . . 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

25—  . . 

44 

48 

92 

7 

10 

17 

109 

45—  . . 

215 

215 

430 

70 

46 

116 

546 

65—  .  . 

149 

132 

281 

67 

52 

119 

400 

75—  .. 

99 

111 

210 

?  49 

47 

96 

306 

Totals  . . 

509 

511 

1,020 

195 

155 

350 

1,370 

As  will  be  seen  frorn  the  preceding  table,  this  year  there  were  1,370 
;  deaths  from  Cancer.  In  1950  there  were  1,436  which  was  the  highest 
i  number  so  far  recor  ed  in  the  Administrative  County.  In  each  year  sipce 
^  1937  the  figure  has  exceeded  1,000.  During  the  period  under  revievr  this 
I  group  of  deaths  accounted  for  14.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  civilian  deaths, 

'  as  compared  with  16.0  per  cent,  last  year,  when  the  total  number  of  deaths 
;  was  fewer  by  631.  As  stated  in  previous  Reports,  there  is  little  variation 
from  year  to  year  in  the  group  of  deaths  from  this  cause  which  occur  in 
persons  under  the  age  of  45  years,  the  current  number  being  118, '  as 
'  against  115  and  116  in  1949  and  1950,  respectively. 

In  considering  the  mortality  from  Cancer,  one  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  general  mortality  from  all  causes  under  the  age  of  45  has,  over  a 
long  period,  become  steadily  less.  This  means,  therefore,  that  in  every 
population  there  exists  an  increasing  number  of  persons  of  an  age  more 
susceptible  to  Cancer  than  are  younger  persons,  the  statement  being 
proved  by  the  faet  that  whilst  in  1920  48.6  per  cent  of  the  deaths  from  all 
causes  were  of  persons  under  45,  the  figure  has  gradually  decreased  in 
the  subsequent  years  to  14.2  per  cent,  in  1951. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 


During  the  year,  990  Staffordshire  patients  attended  for  treatment 
for  the  first  time,  compared  with  1,087  in  1950,  and  the  following  detailed 
table  indicates  where  it  was  obtained.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  1951,  760 
of  the  persons  who  attended  were  found  not  to  be  infected,  and  the 
corresponding  figure  in  the  previous  year  was  824.  The  actual  cases  in 
1950  and  1951  were  263  and  230,  respectively. 


i?£ATMENT  CENTRE 

Syphilis 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

Other  Conditions 

Total  New  Cases 

Birmingham  General  Hospital  . . 

11 

20 

112 

143 

Burton-on-Trent  General  Infirmary 

2 

1 

5 

8 

Derby  Royal  Infirmary 

— 

2 

12 

14 

Dudley  Guest  Hospital 

5 

17 

103 

125 

Holloway  N.7.  Royal  Northern  Hospital  , . 

Liverpool  (Seamen’s  Dispensary) 

— 

I 

2 

3 

— 

2 

1 

3 

.Stafford  (Staffordshire  General  Infirmary) 
Stoke-on-Trent  (North  Staffordshire 

8 

11 

59 

78 

Royal  Infirmary) 

11 

22 

130 

163 

Stoke-on-Trent  (Wellesley  Street) 

4 

15 

82 

101 

Stourbridge  (Corbett  Hospital)  . . 

3 

3 

9 

15 

Walsall  (Manor  Hospital) 

9 

28 

83 

120 

Wolverhampton  Royal  Hospital 

14 

41 

162 

217 

Totals 

67 

163 

760 

990 

For  comparative  purposes  the  totals  of  the  cases  included  in  the 
foregoing  table  for  the  last  seventeen  years  have]  been  extracted  and  are 
given  below  : — 


Year 

Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Total  Cases 

Non-Venereal 

1935 

166 

4 

322 

492 

295 

1936 

137 

6 

294 

437 

341 

1937 

116 

5 

320 

441 

326 

1938 

133 

3 

302 

438 

344 

1939 

116 

5 

283 

404 

310 

1940 

126 

1 

244 

371 

348 

1941 

111 

1 

267 

379 

359 

1942 

134 

2 

266 

402 

512 

1943 

163 

2 

271 

436 

783 

1944 

171 

2 

273 

446 

791 

1945 

186 

— 

355 

541 

867 

1946 

275 

2 

451 

728 

1,180 

1947 

147 

2 

254 

403 

682 

1948 

177 

4 

219 

400 

904 

1949 

148 

— 

234 

382 

842 

1950 

85 

— 

178 

263 

824 

1951 

67 

- 

161 

228 

759 

GENERAL  HEALTH  PROPAGANDA 

During  the  year  the  facilities  for  the  provision  of  general  health  and 
sex  education  lectures  continued  and  talks  were  given  at  Pheasey  (Parent- 
Teacher  Association)  and  Youth  Clubs  at  Great  Barr  and  Tipton  by  a 
speaker  from  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  whilst  talks  were 
also  given  by  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  to  three  Women’s 
Institutes,  five  Youth  Clubs  and  two  Parent-Teacher  Associations. 
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In  1951,  as  in  previous  years,  the  County  Council  made  a  grant  to 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  and  during  the  year  the  latter 
again  provided  educational  exhibition  stands  and  a  succession  of  inter¬ 
changeable  topic  material. 

The  stands  were  in  use  at  the  Welfare  Centres  and  School  Clinics  in 
the  Newcastle,  Stafford,  Uttoxeter,  Lichfield,  Rowley  Regis  and  Wed- 
nesbury  Areas. 

AREA  ADMINISTRATION 

In  the  Report  for  1948  particulars  of  the  Area  Committees  and  of 
their  districts  and  population  were  given.  There  has  been  no  change  in 
the  districts,  but  during  the  year  a  review  of  the  existing  arrangements 
of  area  administration  was  undertaken  and  consideration  given  to  pro¬ 
posed  amendments  to  the  scheme  having  regard  to  the  proposed  delegation 
of  additional  powers  to  Area  Health  Committees.  As  a  result  agreement 
was  reached  in  this  connection  which,  inter  alia,  delegated  to  the  Area 
Health  Committees  the  responsibility  for  the  appointm.ent  and  control  of 
Nursing  Staff,  Matrons  of  Day  Nurseries,  Supervisors  of  Occupation 
Centres,  etc.  The  revised  scheme  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  July, 
1951. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

During  1951  a  new  Centre  was  opened  on  the  8th  January  at  the 
Women’s  Institute,  Trysull. 

On  the  5th  October  the  Welfare  Centre  at  Aldridge  was  transferred 
to  Heath  House  from  the  Congregational  Sunday  School. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  100  Welfare  Centres  in  operation, 
of  which  60  were  combined  (i.e..  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  and  Welfare 
Centres)  and  40  were  Welfare  Centres  only. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  sessions  and  attend¬ 
ances  made  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  sessions  held  .  . 

Number  of  attendances  by  children  under  1  year 
of  age 

Number  of  children  under  1  who  attended  for 
first  time  during  5/ear 

Number  of  attendances  by  children  1 — 5 

Number  of  children  1 — 5  attending  for  first  time 
during  year  .  . 

Number  of  children  under  1  3/ear  of  age  on  books 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of  children  over  1  and  under  5  on  books 
at  end  of  year 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

At  the  31st  December,  1951,  there  were  46  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
(special  sessions  being  held  at  36  of  them)  and  4  Post-Natal  Clinics  (1 
special  and  3  held  in  conjunction  with  Welfare  Centre  sessions). 


5,033 

112,457 

8,236 

63,502 

1,888 

7,638 

11,528 
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The  following  are  the  numbers  of  expectant  mothers  and  attendances 
made  by  them  during  the  year  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  ; — 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  .  .  6,096 

Total  number  of  attendances  .  .  .  .  .  .  22,029 

Two  Imndred  and  twenty-seven  women  attended  the  Post-Natal 
Clinics  during  the  year,  307  attendances  being  made. 

Where  treatment  is  required,  the  patient  is  referred  to  her  own 
doctor,  through  the  medium  of  the  midwife,  except  for  unsatisfactory 
dental  conditions.  Treatm.ent  of  the  latter  can  be  given  under  the  County 
Council  scheme  and  the  patients  are  offered  the  facilities  provided. 

Rural  Ante-Natal  Scheme 

The  follow'ing  are  details  of  the  cases  dealt  with  under  the  above- 
mentioned  scheme  during  the  period  : — 


1950 

1951 

Number  of  examinations  undertaken  .  . 

97 

46 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  examined 
Number  of  expectant  mothers  examined 

75 

38 

twice  in  year  .  . 

13 

8 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  examined 

once  only  during  year 

73 

30 

Of  these,  number  who  were  examined  in 

previous  year 

11 

— 

The  figures  for  1950  are  shown  for  comparison  purposes  and  it  will 
be  noticed  that  those  for  1951  are  considerably  smaller  than  for  the 
previous  year.  This  result  was,  of  course,  not  surprising  when  the  new 
legislation  enabled  expectant  mothers  to  book  a  doctor  to  attend  them 
during  the  ante-natal  period  and  at  confinement  free  of  cost  to  Them¬ 
selves. 

Maternity  Outfits 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  maternity  outfits  are  required  to  be  provided  by  Local  Health 
Authorities  for  appropriate  cases  free  of  cost.  The  number  issued  during 
the  year  was  7,125  as  against  5,138  for  1950. 

Payment  of  Midwives’  Fees 

The  compensation  fee  of  10/-  was  not  claimed  by  any  independent 
midwives  during  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  in  respect  of  any  cases 
which  had  been  booked  by  them  and  which  they  had  lost  as  a  result  of 
County  Council  activities. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

In  1951,  34  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  in  the  County 

area. 

Of  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  period  under  review,  7  were  sent 
to  hospital  and  14  were  cases  in  which  confinement  had  taken  place  in 
hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

The  number  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during  the 
year  was  23,  and  1 1  of  these  cases  were  born  and  nursed  at  home.  Four 
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children  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  four  attended  hospital  as  out¬ 
patients.  Of  four  children  born  in  hospital  two  were  satisfactorily  treated 
before  being  discharged  and  in  two  instances  the  condition  occurred 
subsequent  to  discharge  and  were  treated  at  home. 

Ophthalmic  Treatment 

During  the  year  113  children  were  referred  from  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  for  ophthalmic  examination. 

Glasses  were  prescribed  for  61  of  these  children  who  are  mostly  cases 
of  squint  and  are  kept  under  supervision. 

These  cases,  with  others  seen  in  previous  years,  made  303  visits  to 
the  Clinics. 

Advice  or  treatment  for  other  eye  defects  or  diseases  was  given  in 
7  cases. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 

The  number  of  cases  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  referred  for 
orthopaedic  treatment  during  the  year  was  148. 

Artieicial  Light 

During  the  year,  103  cases  were  referred  for  artificial  light  treatment. 
Dental  Treatment 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  provided  with  dental 


Expectant  and  nursing 

Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

T  reated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

iTlothers  . . 

526 

514 

509 

226 

Children  under  five  .  . 

12Q 

726 

726 

726 

The  form  of  treatment  provided  is  shown  in  the  table  below  : — 


Extractions 

Anaesthetics 

Fillings 

Scalings  or 

Scalings  and 

Gum  Treatment 

Silver  Nitrate 
Treatment 

Dressings 

Radiographs 

Dentures  provided 

L.A. 

General 

Complete 

Partial 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

1.490 

419 

171 

226 

57 

— 

242 

18 

75 

82 

Children  under  five 

1.273 

800 

386 

49 

— 

157 

25 

— 

— 

— 

Dentures  supplied  were  constructed  in  the  County  Denial  Laboratory. 
Radiographs  in  the  south  of  the  County  were  taken  at  either  Bilston  or 
Sedgley  Clinics  where  facilities  are  available.  In  all  other  areas  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  with  private  practitioners  to  undertake  X-Ray 
examinations  on  behalf  of  this  Authority. 

Dental  Laboratory 

The  summary  of  work  completed  during  the  year  at  the  County 
Dental  Laboratory  is  shown  in  the  following  tables  : — 
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Denture  Work 


Nature  of  Denture 

Nos.  Completed 

Full  upper  dentures  .  . 

155 

Full  lower  dentures  .  . 

122 

Partial  upper  dentures 

225 

Partial  lower  dentures 

61 

Remakes 

14 

Repairs  to  dentures  .  . 

85 

Total 

662 

Orthodontics 

Appliances  ‘  ' 

Nos.  Completed 

Regulation  appliances 

575 

Repairs  to  appliances 

46 

Total 

621 

.  >  .  '  Sundries 

Nature  of 

Nos.  Completed 

Obturators  . .  . .  . . 

6 

‘  Crowns  ... 

8 

Inlays . 

4 

Splints..  ..  A.  ' 

8 

Special  trays  . . 

101 

Total 

127 

Extra  Nourishment 

During  the  financial  year  1951-52  the  sales  and  free  issues  amounted 

to  £14,842,  as  compared  with  £12,945  during  the  prev 

ious  financial  year. 

Notification  of  Births 

"  - 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  live  and 

stillbirths  notified 

during  1951 

Number  of  live  births 

. .  13,536 

Number  of  stillbirths 

..  .  313, 

Notified  by  midwives 

..  12,105  ^ 

Notified  by  parents  and  doctors 

1,744 

The  births  registered  during  the  period  cannot  strictly  be  compared 
with  those  notified  because  of  the  period  allowed  by  law  for  each  purpose. 


Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

Full  information  has  been  given  in  previous  Reports  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  in  being  with  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare 


Work,  and  the  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  cases  dealt  with  during 
1951 


With  Mother  . . 

Relatives 

Adoption  through  the  Association 

Foster  Mothers 

Voluntary  Children’s  Homes 

Adoption  by  mothers 

Stillborn 

Miscarriages  . . 

Died  .  . 

In  County  Council  Children’s  Homes 
Hospital 

With  Mothers  in  a  Hostel  .  . 

Total 


90 

2 

49 

1 

3 

10 

3 

2 

1 

10 

1 

2 
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Fifty-nine  girls  were  sent  to  Diocesan  Homes  during  the  year. 

Prematurity,  Stillbirths  and  Abortions 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  number  of  premature 
infants  who  were  born  at  home  or  in  private  nursing  hornes  and  the 
number  of  stillbirths  and  abortions  which  occurred  at  heme  or  in  private 
nursing  homes  during  1951  : — 

Prematurity,  Stillbirths  and  Abortions 

Premature  Infants  (i.e.  5Jlbs.  or  less  at  birth,  irrespective  of  period  of 
gestation). 

Number  of  premature  live  infants  born  at  home  whose  period  of 
gestation  was  : 

[a)  28  weeks  and  over  .  .329  (h)  Less  than  28  weeks  .  .  13 

Number  of  premature  live  infants  born  in  private  nursing  homes 
whose  period  of  gestation  was  : 

(a)  28  weeks  and  over  . ,  20  [h)  Less  than  28  weeks  .  .  ■ — 

Stillbirths  and  Abortions 
Number  of: 

[a)  stillbirths  at  home :  f  over  5|  lbs.  . .  . .  . ,  82 

1 5i  lbs.  or  less  . .  . .  . .  58 

(b)  abortions  at  home  of  18 — ^28  weeks  gestation  . .  . .  91 

Number  of  : 

(a)  stillbirths  in  private  nursing  homes  :  (over  5J  lbs.  . .  5 

/  5 Jibs,  or  less  ..  3 

(b)  abortions  in  private  nursing  homes 

of  18 — ^28  weeks  gestation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 
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Premature  Infants  Born  Alive  Premature  Infants  Born  Alive 

AT  Home  in  Private  Nursing  Homes 
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Nurseries  and  Child  Minders’  Regulation  Act,  1948. 

At  the  end  of  1950  premises  were  registered  in  three  instances  under 
the  above-mentioned  Act  and  three  persons  were  also  registered  as  child¬ 
minders.  During  1951  a  further  application  for  the  registration  of  premises 
was  received  and  a  certificate  granted,  but  two  of  the  people  registered 
as  child-minders  ceased  to  be  so  registered  during  the  period.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  therefore,  premises  were  registered  in  four  instances  and  one 
person  remained  registered  as  a  child-mindei . 


Day  Nurseries 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Day  Nurseries  in  operation 
in  the  Administrative  County  during  1951  : — 


> 

o 

of 

oved 

ces 

No. 
Childr 
Regis 
end  o 
ye 

of 

en  on 
ter  at 
f  the 
ar 

Average 

Daily 

Attendance 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

Leek  (St.  Luke’s  Hall,  Organ  Ground) 

_ 

40 

— 

40 

— 

31.2 

Kidsgrove  (Liverpool  Road) 

25 

25 

12 

38 

8.1 

26.6 

Newcastle  (Liverpool  Rd.,  Cross  Heath) 

15 

25 

13 

26 

7.6 

18.2 

Newcastle  (Crown  Street,  Silverdale) 

15 

25 

15 

26 

10.7 

22.1 

Stafford  (Riverside,  South  Walls) 

25 

25 

23 

27 

15.0 

23.0 

Tipton  (Toll  End  Road) 

12 

38 

12 

35 

7.0 

41.0 

Bilston  (Prouds  Lane) 

10 

30 

10 

34 

8.2 

29.0 

Wednesfield  (Lichfield  Road) 

20 

30 

22 

37 

12.6 

27.3 

WiLLENHALL  (Pinson  Park) 

25 

25 

22 

28 

20.6 

22.3 

WiLLENHALL  (Shepwell  Green) 

26 

34 

28 

36 

22.3 

29.5 

As  has  been  stated  in  the  previous  Report,  the  County  Council  also 
accepted  financial  responsibility  for  20  of  the  places  provided  in  a  Nursery 
owned  by  Messrs.  Rubery,  Owen  &  Co.  Ltd.,  of  Darlaston.  The  total 
number  of  places  provided  in  this  Nursery  is  36,  8  being  approved  for 
children  up  to  two  years  of  age,  the  remaining  28  being  for  children  aged 
2- — 5  years. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  the  average  daily  attendance  of 
children  at  this  Nursery  during  the  year  : — 

0 — 2  years  . .  . .  . .  . .  6.1 

2 — 5  years  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  22.7 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  registration  and  inspec¬ 
tion  of  these  Homes  in  the  Administrative  County. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  premises  registered  during  the 


year  ; — 

Number  of  premises  registered  at  end  of  year  . .  12 

Number  of  applications  for  registration  granted  1 

Number  of  Homes  given  up  . .  . .  . .  4 

Number  of  Homes  with  more  than  two  beds  . .  6 

Number  of  Homes  solely  for  midwifery  and 

maternity  cases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  of  Homes  exempted  from  registration  . .  5 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Until  the  last  Report  it  had  been  possible  to  include  a  table  showing 
the  mortality  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  giving  deaths  per 
thousand  (live  and  still)  births  over  a  period  of  years.  Figures,  however, 
are  not  now  given  by  the  Registrar-General  to  coincide  with  the  informa¬ 
tion  previously  shown,  and  the  only  information  relative  to  the  above 
heading  received  shows  that  there  were  9  deaths  during  the  year  arising 
from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion.  Eight  of  these  occurred  in 
Hospital. 

In  1950  the  number  of  maternal  deaths  occurring  in  the  Administra¬ 
tive  County  was  13. 

The  number  of  deaths  reported  by  midwives  in  accordance  with 
their  rules  during  the  year,  i.e.,  the  deaths  occurred  whilst  they  were 
actually  in  attendance  as  midwives  or  maternity  nurses,  was  1. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Here  again,  until  the  Report  for  1950  it  was  possible  to  include  a 
table  showing  statistics  over  previous  years  relating  to  deaths  from 
premature  birth,  congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries  and  infantile 
diseases.  The  Registrar-General,  however,  has  only  defined  one  of  the 
above-mentioned  categories  in  his  sla,tistics,  i.e.  congenital  malformations, 
and  the  number  given  under  this  heading  is  95.  The  remaining  causes 
mentioned  above  have  not  been  clas.sified. 

During  1951,  67  deaths  were  reported  by  the  midwives,  having 
occurred  whilst  they  were  in  attendance.  Over. half, of  these  .were  due  to 
feebleness  and  prematurity.  ,  T,  . . 

FAMILY  PLANNING 

The  Family  Planning  Association  maintains  two  clinics  in  the  Admini¬ 
strative  County,  one  at  Bilston  and  the  other  at  Cannock.  At  Bilston 
the  sessions  are  held  at  the  Centre  Health  Clinic  on  Tuesday  afternoons 
weekly  and  at  Cannock  at  Church  Street  on  the  2nd  and  4th  Thursday 
afternoons. 


CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED  IN 
THEIR  OWN  HOMES 

In  March  the  County  Council  considered  the  joint  circular,  dated 
the  31st  July,  1950,  of  the  Home  Office,  Ministry  of  Health  and  Ministry 
of  Education,  which  is  concerned  with  the  action  to  be  taken  on  the 
discovery  of  neglect  or  ill-treatment  of  children  in  their  own  homes  due, 
of  course,  to  a  wide  variety  of  causes,  ranging  from  the  poor  health  of  an 
affectionate  mother  to  brutality  and  dislike  of  the  child,  with,  inter  alia, 
contributory  factors  such  as  lack  of  help  in  the  home,  bad  housing, 
ignorance  of  the  elementary  principles  of  home  management,  freejuent 
pregnancies,  laziness,  etc. 

The  Ministries  concerned  with  the  circular  asked  the  County  and 
County  Borough  Councils  to  ensure  that  in  their  areas  the  most  effective 
use  is  made  of  all  the  existing  resources  to  remove  or  mitigate  the  causes 
of  neglect  by  social  action,  in  which  connection  Local  Authorities  have 
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powers  in  their  capacities  as  Health,  Education,  Welfare  and  Housing 
Authorities  and  as  the  Authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Children  Act, 
1948.  In  addition,  of  course.  Voluntary  Societies  such  as  the  N.S.P.C.C., 
Diocesan  Associations  for  Moral  Welfare,  etc.,  are  also  concerned  from 
various  aspects.  In  this  connection  the  Ministries  suggested  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  officer  responsible  for  enlisting  the  interest  of  those  concerned 
to  devise  arrangements  to  secure  full  co-operation  among  all  the  local 
services,  statutory  and  voluntary,  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  children 
in  their  own  homes.  As  a  result  the  County  Council  appointed  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  the  co-ordinating  officer  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  effect  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  joint  circular.  The 
Area  Medical  Officers  were  asked  to  act  as  local  co-ordinating  officers  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  areas  with  which 
they  are  concerned  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  the 
medical  and  nursing  staff  were  asked  to  ensure  that  appropriate  cases 
coming  to  their  notice  should  be  referred  to  them. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  meetings  of  the  representatives  of  the  various 
Authorities,  Societies,  etc.,  had  been  held  and  Co-ordinating  Committees 
formed,  and  good  results  have  already  been  obtained  in  a  number  of 
cases. 

HEALTH  SERVICE  EXHIBITION 

As  the  Health  Committee’s  contribution  towards  the  Festival  of 
Britain  it  was  originally  decided  that  there  should  be  an  exhibition 
displayed  throughout  the  Administrative  County,  the  subject  to  be 
"  Public  Health  Progress  during  the  last  100  years,”  but  in  view  of  the 
limited  space  in  some  of  the  halls  in  which  the  exhibition  would  have  to 
be  shown,  probable  cost,  etc.,  it  was  altered  to  ”  100  years  Progress  in 
Child  Health.” 

The  exhibition  as  set  out  required  some  200  square  feet  of  floor 
space  and  was  so  constructed  that  it  could  be  dismantled  easily  and 
moved  by  van  from  one  district  to  another.  It  included  models  illustrating 
old  and  modern  costume  of  nursing  staff,  various  illustrations  of  changes 
in  procedure  and  technique,  statistical  material  shown  in  simplified  form, 
photographs,  etc.  All  the  statistical  data  was  prepared  centrally  and  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education  accepted  the  responsibility  for 
placing  this  in  exhibition  form.  The  exhibition  was  on  display  throughout 
the  County  from  the  beginning  of  June  until  the  middle  of  October. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

At  the  31st  December,  1951,  there  were  68  whole-time  general  nurses 
36  who  were  also  domiciliary  midwives  and  33  district  nurse-midwives 
with  part-time  health  visiting  duties. 

As  previously  stated,  the  combined  appointments  are  in  those  rural 
districts  where  the  scattered  population  makes  it  impossible  to  separate 
general  from  midwifery  work  without  creating  districts  too  large  to  be 
practicable  for  either  service. 

Of  the  foregoing  staff,  102  were  car  users,  4  had  autocycles  and  2 
used  motorised  cycles,  the  remainder  using  ordinary  cycles  for  their  work. 

During  the  year,  315,512  home  visits  were  made  by  the  nurses,  the 
number  of  cases  attended  being  14,285. 

The  supervisory  duties  are  undertaken  by  four  Supervisors  who  are 
also  Supervisors  of  Midwives  and  Health  Visitors. 
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MIDWIVES’  SERVICE 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  midwives  practising  at  the  end 
of  1951  : — 

Number  of  midwdves  employed  by  the  Authority  163 


(including  4  relief 
midwives)  (S.R.N., 
S.C.M.83,  S.C.M.80) 

Number  of  midwives  in  private  practice  (including 
midwives  employeel  in  Nursing  Homes) — 

Domiciliary 

1 

19* 

In  Institutions  .  . 

13 

c 

Number  of  midwives  employed  by  Hospital  Man- 
agemt^nt  Committees  .  . 

59 

*  In  addition,  7  out-of-area  midwi\TS  notified,  but  of  these  only  2  took 
any  cases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  by  the 
midw'ives  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  during  the  year  : 


Domiciliary 

Cases 

Cases  in 
Institutions 

Total 

.. 

As 

As 

As 

As 

Maternity 

As 

Maternity 

As 

Maternity 

Mid  wives 

Nurses 

Midwives 

Nurses 

Midwdves 

Nurses 

Midwives  employed 
by  the  Authority 
Midwives  employed 
by  Hospital  Man- 

5,663 

2,154 

— 

282 

5,663 

2,154 

agement  Commit¬ 
tees 

Midwives  in  Private 
Practice  (including 
Midwives  employ- 

2,731 

2,731 

282 

ed  in  Nursing 
Homes)  .  . 

71 

79 

1 75 

382 

246 

461 

5,734 

2,233 

2,906 

664 

8,640 

2,897 

Of  the  midwives  employed  by  the  Authority,  112  were  car  users,  12 
had  autocycles,  1  used  a  ‘motor-cycle,  2  used  motorised  cycles,  the 
remainder  using  ordinary  cycles  for  their  w'ork. 

(These  figures  include  the  details  of  the  transport  of  elistrict  nurse- 
midwiw  s  which  are  also  included  in  those  relating  to  the  Home  Nursing 

Service). 

As  mentioned  in  the  section  of  this  Report  relating  to  Home  Nursing, 
the  Supervisors’  duties  also  include  supervision  of  that  staff  and,  in 
addition,  inspection  of  health  visitors,  school  nurses  and  general  nurses. 
During  the  year  1,289  visits  and  interviews  were  undertaken  for  mid¬ 
wifery  matters. 

Since  the  Act  came  into  operation,  the  names  of  115  midwives  have 
been  removed  from  the  roll  in  consequence  of  action  taken  by  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority.  In  the  year  under  review  no  such  action  was 

taken. 
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No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  from  independent 
midwives  for  compensation  for  loss  of  practice  consequent  upon  sus¬ 
pension  from  duty,  they  themselves  not  being  in  default,  after  contact 
with  infection. 

Particulars  of  the  notifications  by  midwives  for  the  last  twelve 
years  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

1 

*  No.  of  Births 
attended  by 
Midwives. 

Medical  Aid 

Notices. 

Stillbirths. 

Death  of  Mother. 

Death  of  Child. 

Contact  with 

Infection. 

Laying  out  the 

Dead. 

Artificial  Feeding. 

1940 

8714 

3822 

206 

8 

176 

157 

31 

253 

1941 

9101 

3966 

220 

8 

187 

151 

38 

280 

1942 

9325 

3811 

214 

7 

161 

118 

28 

331 

1943 

9180 

3546 

172 

3 

159 

125 

17 

374 

1944 

9136 

3482 

143 

8 

181 

108 

21 

484 

1945 

8159 

3259 

133 

8 

119 

113 

14 

460 

1946 

8526 

3248 

164 

5 

151 

94 

22 

474 

1947 

9375 

3358 

167 

4 

127 

125 

18 

568 

1948 

8071 

3375 

199 

5 

130 

87 

20 

728 

1949 

6520 

1767 

146 

5 

81 

82 

21 

616 

1950 

6586 

1376 

172 

2 

89 

85 

16 

655 

1951 

5909 

1467 

161 

1 

67 

85 

20 

709 

♦  Including  midwifery  cases  in  Prirate  Maternity  Homes 


The  percentage  of  doctors’  calls  to  the  number  of  births  attended 
by  midwives  was  24.8. 

The  following  figures  show  the  causes  which  occasioned  the  sending 


for  medical  assistance  : — 

Pregnancy  : 

Albuminuria  . .  . .  . .  .  ,  18 

Blood  Pressure  .  .  .  .  .  ,  . .  1 

Disproportion  .  .  . ,  .  ,  , ,  ....  1 

Excessive  Sickness  . .  ,  .  .  .  .  2 

Haemorrhage  Ante  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  26 

Loss  of  Blood  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  4 

Puffiness  of  Hands  and  Face  .  .  . ,  .  .  2 

Presentation  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  7 

Threatened  Abortion  ....  .  .  .  .  28 

Unsatisfactory  condition  and  general  health  62 

Vaginal  Discharge  . .  , .  . .  . .  2 


Total  ..  ..  153 


Labour  : 

Abnormal  Presentation  . .  , .  . .  38 

Abortion  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  45 

Albuminuria  .  .  .  ,  . .  . .  .  .  6 

Delayed  or  difficult  . .  . .  .  .  . .  149 

Eclampsia  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  l 

Haemorrhage  Ante  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Haemorrhage  Intra  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Haemorrhage  Post  . .  . .  . .  . .  51 
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Inertia . 

Lacerated  Perineum 

Placenta  Praevia 

Premature  Labour 

Prolapse  of  Cord 

Purulent  discharge 

Retained  Placenta  and  Membranes 

Unsatisfactory  Condition 


22 

494 

1 

5 

4 

1 

52 

47 


Total  .  .  . .  929 


L\  I  N  (j  1  IN  . 

Excessive  or  Prolonged  Bleeding  . .  . .  ] 

High  Temperature  .  .  .  .  .  .  _  00 

Inflamed  and  Painful  Leg  .  .  .  .  . .  ,  27 

Unsatisfactory  Condition  .  .  .  .  .  .  ‘  53 

Unusual  Swelling  of  Breasts  .  .  .  .  . .  0 


Total  .  .  .  .  147 


Child  : 


Asphyxia 

11 

Convulsions 

2 

Deformities  .  .  .  .  -  .  , 

11 

Feebleness  and  Prematurity 

37 

Haemorrhage  :  Bowel 

1 

Do.  Mouth .  . 

5 

Hare  Lip  and  Cleft  Palate 

4 

Inflamed  and  Discharging  Eyes 

84 

Jaundice 

9 

Rash 

2 

Spina  Bifida 

3 

L^nsatisfactory  Condition 

69 

Total 

238 

Grand  Total 

1,467 

Details  of  the  number  of  notifications  of  sending  for  medical  help 
during  the  financial  year  1951-52  are  given  below  : — 


Number  of  notifications  of  sending  for  medical  aid 
Number  of  claims  received  .  . 

Percentage  of  claims  received  to  notifications 
Total  amount  paid  to  doctors  during  the  year  .  . 


1,457 

412 

28 

£1,116  3s.  Od. 


Inflamed  and  Discharging  Eyes 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  year  was  84.  Of  these,  78 
were  treated  at  home,  5  in  hospital  as  in-patients  and  1  as  an  out-patient. 
Vision  was  unimpaired  in  every  instance.  Of  the  84  cases,  76  were  not 
severe.  They  include  medical  aid  calls  for  all  unsatisfactory  eye  con¬ 
ditions  and  not  notified  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  only. 
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Stillbirths 

Number  of  Stillbirths  registered  .  .  .  .  , .  322 

Reported  by  midwives  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  161 

Causes  of  those  reported  by  midwives 

Albuminuria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  .  .  .  ..  5 

Aneneephalic  ..  ..  ..  2 

Concealed  Haemorrhage  ..  ..  ..  1 

Cord  Prolapse  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Cord  round  Neck  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Deformities  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Difficult  Labour  .  .  .  .  \ .  .  .  10 

Injury  during  birth  ....  .  .  .  .  1 

Knot  in  Cord  .  .  ....  .  .  .  .  "  1 

Maceration  ..  ..  ..  ...  ..  22 

Malpresentation.  .  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

' Placenta  Praevia  .  .  ..  ..  ,.  2 

Premature  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  20 

“  Spina  Bifida  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Unsatisfactory  Condition  of  Mother  .  .  7 

Cause  not  known  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 


GAS  AND  AIR  ANALGESIA 

At  the  end  of  1951,  121  midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council 
had  received  approved  training  in  the  administration  of  gas  and  air 
analgesia,  and  all  existing  midwives  at  present  untrained  will  be  trained 
as  quickly  as  available  vacancies  at  recognised  training  schools  and  staf¬ 
fing  difficulties  permit. 

At  the  31st  December,  1951,  115  midwives  were  equipped  with  the 
necessary  apparatus  :  the  number  of  cases  which  were  dealt  with  was 
1,549,  when  nurses  w^ere  acting  as  midwives,  and  381  in  their  capacity  as 
maternity  nurses. 

In  addition,  midwives  administered  Pethidine  in  a  further  1,457 
cases  when  acting  as  midwives  and  in  609  cases  when  acting  as  maternity 
nurses. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  REGULATIONS 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  is  defined  as  any  febrile  condition  occurring  in 
women  within  21  days  after  childbirth  or  miscarriage,  in  which  a  tem¬ 
perature  of  100.4  or  more  has  been  sustained  during  a  period  of  24  hours, 
or  has  recurred  during  that  period. 

The  total  notifications  from  the  Administrative  County  were  34 — 
Urban  Districts  26,  Rural  Districts  8. 

The  case-rate  for  Puerperal  Pyrexia  per  thousand  total  births  (live 
and  still)  for  Staffordshire  was  2.44,  as  compared  with  10.66  for  England 
and  Wales. 

As  will  have  been  observed  from  a  previous  table,  the  midwives 
summoned  medical  assistance  for  rises  of  temperature  on  60  occasions. 
These  were  specially  investigated  and  it  was  found  that  in  32  instances 
the  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  due  to  abnormalities  which  could  be 
said  to  arise  directly  from  childbirth. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 

At  the  31st  December,  1951,  the  number  of  Health  Visitors  was  81 

whole-time  and  2  Health  Visitor  Lecturers  and  33  part-time  Health 
Visitors. 


1  he  ariangements  mentioned  in  tlie  Annual  Report  for  1945  concern- 
mg  the  tiaining  of  Health  Visitors  were  continued,  and  4  nurses  received 
such  training  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  visits  paid  by  this  staff 
during  1951  to  expectant  mothers  and  young  children  .‘ — 


To  Expectant  Mothers 

First  visits  .  3,942 

Total  visits  .  7,136 


To  infants  nnder  one  year 

First  visits 
Total  visits 

To  children  1  — 5  years 

First  visits 
Total  visits 


14,093 

82,139 


1,880 

120,216 


Two  hundred  and  twenty-one  instances  cf  insanitary  conditions 
were  reported  by  the  Health  VTsitors  to  Local  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
during  the  period. 


Lectures  on  Mothercraft 


The  lectures  on  mothercraft  continued  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
but  with  two  lecturers  this  year,  as  it  was  possible  to  fill  the  vacancy 
which  had  been  present  since  September,  1944,  from  the  1st  January. 

Talks  were  given  at  735  (195)  sessions  of  55  (24)  Centres  in  various 
parts  of  the  Administrative  County,  the  total  attendance  being  11,354 
(5,543).  The  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  the  previous  year,  when  of 
course,  as  stated,  only  one  lecturer  was  undertaking  this  work. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

In  a  previous  Annual  Report  particulars  were  given  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  made  for  this  service  from  the  5th  July,  1948,  as  required  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 


Vaccination 

Every  effort  has  continued  to  be  made,  through  the  medium  of  the 
midwife,  health  visitor  and  family  practitioner  during  visits  to  the  homes. 
Welfare  Centres,  etc.,  to  encourage  parents  to  have  their  babies  vaccinated, 
and  the  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  cases  vaccinated  or  re-vac- 
cinated  during  1951.  The  figures  for  1950  are  given  in  brackets. 


Age  at  date  of  vaccination 

Under  1 

1 

2  to  4 

5  to  14 

1 5  or  over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

l,476t 

712 

305 

143 

304 

2,940 

(1,354)* 

(748) 

(168) 

(387) 

(2,657) 

Number  Re-vaccinated 

2 

— 

18 

63 

944 

1,027 

(16) 

(17) 

(32) 

(509) 

(574) 

tlO.8%  of  the  Births  for  1951  *9.8%  of  the  Births  for  1950. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Here  again,  every  endeavour  has  been  made  during  the  year,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Health  Visitors,  Welfare  Centres,  School  Clinics, 
Teachers,  etc.,  to  ensure  that  the  immunisation  of  children  is  carried  out, 
and  during  1951  the  number  immunised  against  diphtheria  was  as 
follows  : — 

Under  5  . .  . .  . .  .  .  8,616 

5 — 14  years  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,636 

Reinforcing  doses  were  given  in  18,503  cases. 

During  1950  the  numbers  were  6,319,  1,322  and  5,926,  respectively. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  immunisation  in  relation  to 
child  population  at  the  31st  December,  1951  : — 

Number  of  children  at  the  31st  December,  1951,  who  had  completed 
a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.c.,  at  any  time 
since  the  1st  January,  1937). 


Age  at  31. 12. 51 
i.e.  Born  in  year 

Under  i 

1951 

I 

1950 

2 

1949 

3 

1948 

4 

1947 

5  to  9 
1942-1946 

10  to  14 
193/-1941 

Total 
under  15 

Number  Immunised  . . 

697 

6,017 

7.059 

8,658 

9.347 

55.125 

50.322 

137.225 

Estimated  mid-year 
child  population,  195 1 

Children  unde 

75.I2C 

r  five : 

Children  5-14 
131.590 

206,710 

From  the  foregoing  table  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  at 
the  end  of  1951  in  the  0 — 4  age  group  was  42.3,  whilst  that  for  age  group 
5 — 14  was  80.1.  The  overall  percentage  was  66.4. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  diphtheria  relative  to  children  during 
the  year  was  104.  Of  these,  13  had  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisa¬ 
tion.  Six  deaths  from  the  disease  occurred  during  the  year,  but  in  none 
of  these  cases  had  the  child  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of,  and  mortality 
from,  diphtheria  amongst  the  child  population  of  the  Administrative 
County  between  1948  and  1951  : — 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATIOX 

Incidence  of,  and  Mortality  from,  Diphtheria  amongst  the  Child  Population 
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COUNTY  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


Stations 

During  the  year  from  the  1st  January  to  30th  September,  1951,  24 
hour, Ambulance  Stations  operated  at  Biddulph,  Brierley  Hill,  Brownhills, 
Cannock,  Cheadle,  Coseley,  Kidsgrove,  Leek.,  Lichfield,  Newcastle, 
Stafford,  Uttoxeter  and  Willenhall ;  16  hour  stations  operated  at  Aldridge, 
Bilston,  Rugelejy  Stone  and  Wednesbury.  Following  a  review  of  the  work 
done  at  these  Stations  revised  hours  of  opening  of  some  of  the  stations 
was  put  into  operation  on  the  1st  October  and  as  from  this  date  the 
position  was  as  follows  : — 

24  hour  Stations — Brierley  Hill,  Cannock,  Coseley,  Leek,  Lichfield, 

Newcastle,  Stafford,  Uttoxeter  and  Willenhall. 

16  hour  Stations — Cheadle  and  Brownhills. 

8  hour  Stations — Biddulph,  Bilston,  Kidsgrove,  Rugeley,  Stone, 

Wednesbury  and  Tettenhall. 

It  was  intended  that  Aldridge  Station  should  be  reduced  to  an  8  hour 
Station,  but  pending  further  enquiries  into  the  work  of  this  Station  it 
continued  to  remain  as  a  16  hour  Station. 

The  personnel  and  vehicles  attached  to  Rowley  Regis  Station 
continued  to  operate  from  the  Brierley  Hill  Station.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year,  however,  discussion  took  place  with  the  two  Area  Committees, 
Brierley  Hill  and  Rowley  Regis,  with  a  view  to*  deciding  the  opening  of 
this  Station  and  the  administrative  and  operational  responsibility.  A 
decision  was  not  reached  in  time  for  the  Station  to  be  in  being  during  the 
year  under  review. 

Tettenhall  Station  continued  to  be  administered  and  operated  under 
the  control  of  Brierley  Hill  24  hour  Station.  An  additional  vehicle  was 
allocated  to  the  Station  and  another  driver  appointed  towards  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  Station  is  being  built  up  as  an  8  hour  Station  and  will 
eventually  serve  Tettenhall  and  surrounding  districts,  emergency  calling 
arrangements  being  received  at  Brierley  Hill  Station. 

Improvements  continued  to  be  made  at  many  of  the  Stations  for 
the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  personnel. 

Sanction  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  new 
Stations  at  Newcastle,  Brierley  Hill  and  Cannock  to  be  commenced. 

Vehicles 

During  the  year  a  County  Transport  Department  was  set  up  to  deal 
with  the  repairs  and  maintenance  of  ambulance  vehicles,  together  v>^ith 
the  vehicles  belonging  to  the  Education  and  County  Surveyor’s  Depart¬ 
ments.  Pending  the  formulation  of  a  scheme  of  servicing  for  the  ambulance 
vehicles  no  change  was  made  during  the  year  und^r  review  except  that 
any  major  overhauls  were  referred  to  the  County  Transport  Officer  by 
the  Servicing  Agents. 
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Patients  Carried,  Vehicles,  Etc. 

The  table  below  indicates  the  number  of  patients  carried  by  each 
Station  during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of  personnel  and 
vehicles  at  the  31st  December,  1951  : — 


Station 

Hours  open 

Personnel 

j  Vehicles 

.  _  1 

SlTTINC 

}  Cars 

Station 

Officers 

Drivers  and 

Attendants 

Ambulance 

S.  Cars 

Patients 

Mileage 

Patients 

Mileage 

Aldridge 

i6 

I 

6 

I 

I 

749 

20,212 

3.560 

23.294 

Biddulph 

8 

I 

3 

I 

1 

354 

7.599 

2,609 

20,024 

Bilston  . . 

8 

— 

3 

I 

— 

616 

11.642 

3,079 

5,518 

Brierley  Hill  . . 

24 

I 

24 

5 

3 

3.092 

59.944 

18,087 

104,066 

Brownhills 

i6 

I 

II 

2 

2 

885 

22,686 

5.313 

29,016 

Cannock 

24 

I 

20 

3 

3 

1,806 

44.339 

10,248 

74.376 

Coseley  . . 

24 

I 

20 

4 

2 

3,062 

56,064 

18.836 

61,112 

Cheadle 

i6 

I 

II 

2 

2 

633 

22.680 

4,880 

44.988 

Kidsgrove 

8 

I 

3 

I 

I 

658 

9.719 

2.738 

20.437 

Leek 

24 

I 

16 

4 

2 

2,816 

49.809 

7.514 

57.756 

Lichfield 

24 

I 

16 

4 

2 

1.741 

47.896 

5.505 

50.994 

Newcastle 

24 

I 

20 

3 

3 

4.300 

39.657 

13.066 

63.257 

Rowley  Regis  .  . 

— 

I 

(in 

eluded 

in 

figures 

for  Bri 

erley  Hi 

11) 

Rugeley . . 

8 

I 

3 

I 

I 

351 

5.869 

2.257 

31.714 

Stafford . . 

24 

I 

23 

3 

3 

3,693 

46,862 

8.063 

62,933 

Stone 

8 

I 

3 

I 

I 

684 

15.373 

3.071 

28,766 

Tettenhall 

8 

— 

3 

I 

I 

529 

10.652 

2.124 

10.276 

Uttoxeter 

24 

I 

II 

2 

2 

551 

23.758 

2,842 

39.572 

Wednesbury 

8 

I 

3 

I 

I 

927 

11.649 

2,786 

14.863 

WillenhaU 

24 

I 

20 

4 

2 

2.382 

38,319 

11,674 

52.618 

— 

i8 

219 

44 

33 

29,829 

544.729 

128,252 

795,580 

In  addition  to  the  above  numbers  of  vehicles  one  additional  vehicle 
is  provided  in  each  of  the  nine  County  Areas  to  cover  servicing  require¬ 
ments. 


An  analysis  of  the  types  of  patients  carried  is  given  below  : — 


Maternity  .  . 

3,262 

Illness 

148,684 

Accident 

3,742 

Infectious  .  . 

2,006 

Mental 

387 

158,081 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  number  of  Stations,  personnel, 
vehicles,  patients  carried  and  mileage  at  the  31st  December,  1951,  with 


the  number  at  31st  December,  1950 

31.12.50 

31.12.51 

Main  Stations 

13 

9 

Sub-Stations 

5 

10 

Ambulances  .  . 

53 

53 

Sitting  Case  Cars 

33 

33 

Personnel 

246 

238 

Patients  Carried 

133,415 

158,081 

Mileage 

1,329,102 

1,340,309 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  comparison  of  figures  given  that  an 

increase  of  11,207  miles  occurred  and 

patients  carried  increased  by 

24,666. 
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The  Mile  Oak  and  District  Ambulance  Service,  which  serves  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Lichfield  Rural  District,  continued  throughout  the  year 
as  part  of  the  County  Service  and  the  number  of  patients  carried,  together 
with  the  mileage  covered,  is  given  below.  Patients  resident  within  the 
parishes  of  Drayton  Bassett,  Fazeley,  Hints  and  Weeford  are  conveyed 
at  the  expense  of  the  Fund  and  no  charge  is  made  upon  the  County. 

Patients  M  ileage 

Charged  to  the  County  Council  .  .  1,521  29,004 

Free  Service  Area  .  .  .  .  .  .  869  10,709 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  arrangements  will  be  dispensed  with  when 
the  intended  Station  at  Tamiworth  is  in  operation. 

Financial  Arrangements  with  Other  Authorities 

The  flat  rate  of  2/-  per  mile  for  ambulances  and  6d.  per  mile  for 
sitting-case  cars  chargeable  between  Authorities  continued  throughout 
the  year.  These  charges  are  made  where  journeys  are  performed  on  our 
behalf  or  where  journeys  are  carried  out  by  our  own  service  on  behalf  of 
another  Authority  in  respect  of  patients  whose  stay  in  hospital  does  not 
exceed  three  months. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

Full  details  of  the  arrangements  under  the  above-mentioned  Section 
were  included  in  the  1949  Annual  Report.  There  has  been  no  material 
alteration  during  the  period  under  review  and  the  scheme  has  continued 
to  work  quite  satisfactorily. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  of  the  work  undertaken  during 


the  year  by  the  four  Social  Workers 

Free 

Partial 

payment 

hy 

patient 

Paid  in 
jiill  hy 
patient 

Total 

(1)  Number  of  patients  supplied  with 
extra  nourishment  f  .  . 

213 

6 

219 

(2)  Number  of  patients  supplied  with 
clothing  f  .... 

108 

30 

■ 

138 

(3)  Number  of  patients  supplied  with 
bedding  f 

64 

22 

— 

86 

(4)  Numxber  of  patients  supplied  with 
convalescent  home  treatment 

47 

138 

6 

191 

(5)  Number  of  patients  supplied  with 
appliances  *  .  . 

173 

- 

- - 

173 

(6)  Number  of  visits  and  interviews 
with  patients 

— 

— 

- - 

3,534 

*  Includes  invalid  chairs,  air  beds,  rubber  rings,  hot  water  bottles, 
articles  for  occupational  therapy,  bed  rests,  etc.  The  majority  of  such 
appliances  were  provided  on  loan. 

•f  Includes  cases  where  assistance  was  given  through  Social  Workers 
by  bodies  other  than  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  e.g.  British  Red 
Cross  Society  and  other  voluntary  associations.  National  Assistance 
Board. 
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The  provisions  of  this  Section  of  the  Act  empower  the  Local  Health 
Authority  to  recover  reasonable  charges  from  persons  availing  themselves 
of  the  services  provided,  subject  to  consideration  of  their  means.  The 
foregoing  table  indicates  to  what  extent  there  was  recovery  or  partial 
recovery  of  charges  during  the  year. 

Particulars  were  given  in  the  1949  Annual  Report  of  the  arrangements 
in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  85/49,  for  the  provision 
of  travelling  warrants  to  relatives  to  enable  them  to  visit  patients  in 
hospital.  During  the  year  41  applications  for  the  facility  were  received. 
In  19  instances  full  travelling  expenses  were  allowed  and  11  others  were 
granted  partial  assistance.  In  the  remaining  11  instances  it  was  found 
the  financial  circumstances  were  such  that  the  cases  could  not  be  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  necessitous  ones,  so  that  the  County  Council  could  not  pay 
the  travelling  expenses  involved. 

The  arrangement  entered  into  with  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  with  regard  to  the  Nursing  Comforts 
Scheme,  as  described  in  the  last  Report,  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 
At  the  end  of  1951  some  41  Nursing  Comforts  Depots  were  in  operation 
as  compared  with  30  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Health  Committee  considered  the 
possibility  of  instituting  arrangements  under  which  a  system  of  occupa¬ 
tional  therapy  could  be  introduced  into  the  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients. 
It  was  felt  that  there  was  a  great  need  for  such  a  system  and  that  it  was 
not  merely  a  question  of  providing  cheap  material  and  showing  a  patient 
how  to  make  a  rug,  but  of  using  the  work  as  one  of  the  niedia  by  which 
those  suffering  from  tuberculosis  could  obtain  the  maximum  benefit  from 
their  treatment.  The  appointment  of  an  Occupational  Therapist  was 
agreed  and  the  person  selected  commenced  duty  on  the  2nd  July. 

The  new  scheme  is,  of  course,  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment  and  has 
been  confined  to  tlie  southern  part  of  the  County.  It  is,  however,  proving 
very  worth  while  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  might  be  possible  later  to  introduce 
such  a  scheme  of  occupational  therapy  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Administrative  County. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

Full  particulars  of  the  above-mentioned  Service  have  been  given  in 
a  previous  Report. 

The  Service,  which  is  under  the  operational  control  of  the  Area 
Medical  Officers,  continued  to  expand  further  during  the  year  and  at  the 
31st  December,  199  Domestic  Helps  were  employed  compared  with  158 
at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  4,248  homes  were  attended  compared  with  2,414  in 
1950. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Mental  Deficiency 

The  number  of  certified  mental  defectives  from  the  Administrative 
County  at  the  1st  January,  1952,  was  as  follows  : — 

Great  Barr  Park  Colony  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  494 

St  allin  gton  Hall  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  •  88 

Other  Institutions  (including  State  Institutions) . .  97 

Of  the  above  cases,  60  were  on  licence  from  Certified  Institutions. 

In  addition,  4  certified  patients  from  the  County  area  were  under 
guardianship. 
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Administration 

(a)  Constitution  and  meetings  of  Mental  Health  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  (Health  Department). 

(h)  On  the  1st  January,  1951,  the  County  Council’s  Mental 
Health  Service  was  employing  at  headquarters  a  County  Psychia¬ 
trist,  a  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  four  Mental  Welfare  Visitors, 
two  shorthand-typists  and  a  junior  clerk. 

In  the  nine  areas  into  which  the  County  Health  administra¬ 
tion  is  divided  seven  Duly  Authorised  Officers  carry  out  care 
and  after-care  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

On  the  training  side  of  the  care  of  mental  defectives,  on 
1.1.51  there  were  seven  Supervisors  of  Occupation  Centres,  one 
Home  Teacher  and  twenty  Assistant  Supervisors  (female),  and 
domestic  workers.  One  of  these  Assistant  Supervisors  is  seconded 
to  take  the  year’s  training  course  of  the  National  Association 
for  Mental  Health. 

One  Assistant  Supervisor  (unqualified)  was  promoted  to 
Supervisor  during  the  year  and  three  further  Assistant  Super¬ 
visors  were  appointed.  One  temporary  Assistant  was  appointed 
for  service  in  place  of  the  Assistant  taking  the  years’  training 
course. 

The  qualifications  of  the  professional  staff  are  given  below. 
On^  x\ssistant  Supervisor  only  has  a  qualification ;  she  is  an 
uncertificated  teacher  of  many  years’  experience. 

County  Psychiatrist  . .  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Mental  Welfare  Officer  . .  B.A.  degree  and  Secondary  Teacher’s 

Diploma,  Birmingham  University. 

(1)  Social  Science  Diploma,  Dublin  UnL 
versity. 

(2)  R.M.P.A.  Ceitificate.  2  posts  as 
Matron  of  Mental  Hospitals.  10  years’ 
experience  of  mental  health  social 
work. 

(3)  R.M.P.A.  Certificate.  5  years  in 
industrial  social  work  before  appoint¬ 
ment  in  1948. 

(4)  Uncertificated  teacher.  16  years' 
experience  in  mental  health  social 
work. 

1  Certificated  teacher. 

1  Diploma  of  National  Association  for 
Mental  Health. 

3  Recognition  Certificate  of  N.A.M.H. 
for  experienced  workers. 

2  Unqualified. 

Unqualified.  Appointed  1.9.46. 

1  Qualified  Teacher. 

19  Unqualified. 

Duly  Authorised  Officers  (7). 


Mental  Welfare  Visitor 


Supervisors  (7)  at 

31.12.51 


Home  Teacher  . . 
Assistant  Supervisors 
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(c)  Supervision  of  mentally  defective  patients  on  licence  was 

carried  out  on  behalf  of  Hospital  Management  Committees  of 
the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  recpiested  by 
Medical  Superintendents.  During  the  year  69  patients  were 
thus  supervised,  51  from  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Great  Barr 
Park,  6  from  Stallington  Hall,  2  from  Burton  Road  Hospital,  1 
from  Andressey  Hospital  and  9  from  out-county  authorities. 
Three  patients  on  licence  were  discharged  from  their  Orders 
during  the  year  and  7  were  returned  to  hospital.  Approximately 
180  reports  on  the  home  conditions  of  defectives  who  were  seen 
by  Visiting  Justices  for  renewal  of  their  order  were  submitted 
after  investigation  of  the  circumstances  in  each  case.  On 
31.12.51  there  were  51  defectives  on  licence  under  supervision 
from  Staffordshire  Hospitals  and  8  on  licence  from  other 
counties. 


It  has  been  arranged  with  the  Medical  Superintendents  of 
two  hospitals  in  the  County  (St.  Matthew’s  Hospital,  Burntwood, 
and  St.  Edward’s  Hospital,  Cheddleton)  for  those  Officers  of  the 
County  who  undertake  the  after-care  of  patients  discharged  from 
mental  hospitals  to  attend  at  those  hospitals  on  the  case  con¬ 
ferences  on  the  patients  for  whom  they  will  be  responsible  on 
discharge.  This' is  of  great  advantage  not  only  to  the  patient, 
for  whom  it  ensures  continuity  of  treatment  and  care,  but  also 
to  the  Officers  concerned,  as  it  enables  them  to  be  briefed  in  the 
specific  problems  regarding  each  patient. 

id)  No  duties  have  been  delegated  to  Voluntary  As.sociations, 
but  one  such  body,  the  Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental 
Welfare,  assisted  with  arrangements  of  various  kinds  as  men¬ 
tioned  later. 

(e)  A  Refresher  Course  for  staffs  of  the  Occupation  Centres  was 

arranged  at  Walton  Hall  Special  School,  Eccleshall,  from  July 
31st  to  August  3rd,  1951.  The  Course  was  residential,  12  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  staff  and  6  external  students  were  resident  and  14 
non-resident  students  attended  some  of  the  lectures. 

Five  members  of  the  staff  attended  the  week’s  Refresher 
Comse  organised  by  the  National  Association  for  Mental  Health 
at  Manchester  in  the  spring  of  1951. 


Account  of  work  undertaken  in  the  community. 

[a)  Under  Section  28,  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 
Prevention,  care  and  after-care. 

During  the  year  preventive  care  and  after-care  was  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Social  Workers  in  Mental  Health  in  445  cases.  Of 
these,  348  were  new  cases  referred  during  the  year  1951  and  97 
were  cases  which  were  still  on  after-care,  having  been  referred 
prior  to  1951.  In  all,  1,593  visits  of  after-care  were  made  by 
these  Duly  Authorised  Officers.  Both  in  numbers  of  new  cases 
referred  and  the  number  of  visits  an  encomaging  increase  is 
shown. 

(b)  Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930,  by 
Duly  Authorised  Officers. 


61 


1,249  cases  were  referred  to  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers 
under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts.  They  were  dealt 
with  as  follows 

Voluntary  cases  under  Sec.  1  of  the  Mental 

Treatment  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  *  249 


Temporary  Cases  under  Sec.  5  of  the  Mental 

Treatment  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Three-day  Orders  under  Sec.  20  of  the 

Lunacy  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  243 

Summary  Reception  Orders,  Secs.  14—16 

of  the  Lunacy  Act  . .  .  .  . .  297 

Other  Disposals  (Sec.  21  (1)  Pt.  Ill  Accom 

modation,  etc.)  ..  ..  ..  ..  156 

Cases  seen  in  which  no  action  was  taken.  .  -  302 


1,249 


Again  it  is  noted  that  the  proportion  of  cases  dealt  with  as 
voluntary  patients  is  maintained  at  a  high  level  and  a  slight 
decrease  is  shown  over  last  year  in  the  proportion  dealt  with  on 
Summary  Reception  Orders.  This  reflects  credit  on  the  fashion 
in  which  these  officers  are  performing  their  duties. 

(c)  Community  care  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-38. 

(i)  Ascertainment,  including  number  of  defectives  awaiting  vacancies  in 
institutions  at  the  end  of  the  year . 


(a) 

Reported  by  local  education  authority  under 

the  Education 

Act,  1944  ^ 

Male  Female 

Total 

Section  57(3)  .  .  .  .  ..... 

37 

25 

62 

Section  57(5)  — 

On  leaving  special  schools 

7  . 

5 

12 

On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

^  5 

1 

6 

Cases  referred  by  the  police  or  by  the 
Courts  under  Section  8 

6 

3- 

9 

(C) 

Other  defectives  : — 

(i)  found  subject  to  be  dealt  with.  . 

4 

5 

9 

(ii)  not  at  present  subject  to  be  dealt 
with 

•  V 

5 

9 

-  14 

Total  reported  during  the  year 

64 

48 

112 

The  number  of  cases  in  the  community  awaiting  removal  to  institu¬ 
tions  on  31.12.51  were  : — 

41  Male,  41  Female  ;  Total  82 
(ii)  Guardianship  and  Supervision.  " 

Cruardianship 

■  -  ',"1 

On  the  31st  December,  1951,  there  were  four  County  defectives 

still  under  guardianship — 3  male  and  1  female.  AH  attend  Occupa¬ 
tion  Centres,  and  are  regularly  visited.  One  out-county 'defective 
woman  under  guardianship  returned  to  her  own  county  during  the 
year. 
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Supervision 

On  the  31st  December,  1951, 
under  supervision  : — 

the  following 

mental 

defectives 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Statutory  Supervision  : — 

(i)  under  16  years  of  age  .  . 

171. 

■  124 

295 

(ii)  aged  16  years  and  over 

232 

198 

430 

Voluntary  Supervision  ; — 

’■  *  . 

(i)  under  16  years  of  age  .  . 

3 

3 

6 

(ii)  aged  16  years  and  over 

..  316'' 

319 

635 

722 

644 

1,366 

Out  of  a  total  of  1,366  cases,  46.9%  are  under  voluntary  supervision. 

5,313  domiciliary  visits  and  interviews  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Visitors 
took  place  during  the  year.  231  defectives  under  supervision  attended 
County  Occupation  Centres  for  daily  training  and  24  received  training  in 
their  homes  from  the  Home  Teacher.  In  addition,  29  defectives  from  the 
areas  of  other  authorities  attended  Staffordshire  Centres  andTive  defec¬ 
tives  from  the.  County  attended  Centres  situated  in  the  areas  of  neigh¬ 
bouring  County  Boroughs.  •  ; 

There  are  four  Mental  Welfare  Visitors  in  the  County  who  carry  out 
all  work  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act  in  their  several  areas  from  the 
first  visit  to  a  home,  when  a  case  sheet  detailing  particulars  of  the  home, 
the  early  history  and  present  circumstances  of  each  case  is  compiled,  to 
the  continuation  visits  paid  as  far  as  possible  quarterly  to  those  placed 
under  statutory  supervision.  Such  work  entails  very  close  db-operation 
between  the  Visitors  and  the  Occupation  Centres,  as'’the  Visitor  has  so 
often  to  clear  the  parents’  minds  of  ideas  of  stigma  attaching  to  attendance 
at  a  Centre,  and  the  staff  of  the  Centres  can  be  greatly  helped  in  their 
work  for  the  children  by  the  co-operation  of  parents  arid'tlie  visiting  staff. 
The  la.st  resort  of  the  Visitor  is  to  recommend  institutional  care  for  any 
defective  who  can  possibly  remain  in  the  community  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  obtain  the  surroundings  for  a  defective  to  which  'he  or  she  can 
respond  satisfactorily  in  the  community. 

Very  useful  work  has  been  done  through  supervision  visiting  ;  were 
it  not  for  this  service,  the  waiting  list  for  beds  in  institutions,  already  too 
long,  would  be  increased. 

Employment  Exchanges  and  the  Officers  of  the  National  Assistance 
Board  continue  to  give  our  Visitors  excellent  co-operation  in  the  case  of 
defectives  over  school  age. 

At  the  end  of  1951  there  were  82  defectives  on  our  waiting  li.st  for 
institutions  classifiable  as  follows  : — 

Under  the  age  of  \Q years  Aged  16  years  and  over 

Male  Female  Male  l\emale 

33  18  8  23 

Twelve  defectives  during  the  year  were  charged  with  offences  in  the 
Courts.  Eight  of  these  were  placed  in  institutions. 

Petitions  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  were  presented  for  34 
defectives  who  were  placed  in  institutions  and  15  petitions  were  presented 
on  behalf  of  other  authorities.  Three  defectives  were  dealt  with  on  Court 
Orders,  3  by  Order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  under  Section  9  of  the  Act. 
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(iii)  Training 

On  the  1st  January,  1951,  there  were  7  Occupation  Centres  in  the 
County  Area  and  one  Home  Teacher  operating  over  a  wide  area  around 
Leek  in  K'orth  Staffordshire.  The  particulars  are  as  follows 

No.  on  Register 

Centre  31.12.51  Staff  at  31.12.51 


Stafford 

•  • 

13 

Supervisor  and  one 
assistant 

Cannock  . . 

•  « 

19  - 

Supervisor  and  one 
assistant 

Bilston  . . 

45 

Supervisor  and  three 
assistants 

Kingswinford 

55 

Supervisor  and  four 
assistants 

Tipton 

29 

Supervisor  and  two 
assistants 

Newcastle 

«  c 

401 

Supervisor  and  five 

Stoke-on-Trent  . . 

»  * 

251 

assistants 

Pelsall 

Home  Teacher  centred  on 

34 

261 

Supervisor  and  three 
assistants 

Leek  . . 

•  • 

24 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  buildings  from  which  the  Centres 
operate  during  1951.  The  accommodation  for  Tipton  and  Stafford 
Centres  continues  to  give  anxiety. 

One  or  two  requests  from  other  Local  Health  Authorities  to  visit 
the  Newcastle  Centre  have  been  received  and  visits  arranged.  No  students 
have  been  received  at  Centres  during  the  year. 

Summer  holidays  of  one  week  were  arranged  in  co-operation  with 
the  Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental  Welfare  for  children  attending 
Occupation  Centres  as  follows  : — 

Kingswinford  Centre  at  Bod  Donwen,  Rhyl,  from  26.7.51—9.8.51 
for  36  defectives. 

Stafford,  Cannock  and  Newcastle  Centres  at  Bod  Donwen,  Rhyl, 
from  31.5.51 — 14.6.51  for  43  defectives. 

Pelsall  and  Bilston  Centres  at  The  Bratch,  Wombourn,  from  17.7.51 
— 19.7.51  for  26  defectives. 

The  children  were  fortunate  in  having  fine  weather  by  the  sea  and 
the  holidays  proved  beneficial  in  every  way  to  them  and  were  greatly 
enjoyed.  Members  of  the  Centres’  staff  supervised  the  children  whilst  on 
holiday. 

The  Centre  Committees  of  the  Staffordshire  Association  for  Mental 
Welfare  have  continued  to  help  the  Centres  they  serve,  providing  funds 
for  the  summer  holidays,  day  outings,  help  with  the  Christmas  Parties  and 
Harvest  Services.  There  have  been  many  acts  of  generosity  and  kindness 
to  the  children,  the  value  of  which  it  is  hard  to  over-estimate. 
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The  day-to-day  administration  of  the  Centres  and  appointment  of 
their  staffs  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Area 
in  which  the  Centre  is  situated.  The  majority  of  the  Area  Health  Com¬ 
mittees  have  appointed  a  representative  to  serve  on  the  local  Centre 
Committee  of  the  Voluntary  Association  and  in  one  area  such  representa¬ 
tion  is  reciprocated.  The  Parents’  Association  at  Newcastle  Centre 
continues  to  do  good  work.  All  Centres  have  been  inspected  by  the 
Board  of  Control. 

The  curriculum  at  the  Centres  is  as  heretofore.  During  the  year 
some  motor  coach  transport  was  provided  for  Newcastle  Centre  in 
addition  to  private  transport  already  provided  at  Pelsall,  Bilston,  Tipton 
and  Kingswinford  Centres.  This  has  eased  some  of  the  transport  and 
guiding  problems.  Cannock  and  Stafford  Centres  have  no  private  trans¬ 
port. 

The  Home  Teacher  has  continued  to  give  weekly  or  fortnightly 
lessons  to  the  24  defectives  on  her  register  during  the  school  terms, 
travelling  by  car  sometimes  67  miles  in  the  day.  None  of  the  defectives 
she  visits  could  reach  a  Centre  in  the  remote  villages  of  North  Stafford¬ 
shire  in  which  they  live.  The  painstaking  and  conscientious  work  done 
through  these  visits  makes  the  service  well  worth  while,  although  the 
travelling  involved  is  arduous  and  in  some  weathers  impossible.  806 
visits  were  made  by  the  Home  Teacher  during  the  year. 
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Table  showing  Population,  Number  of  Persons  per  acre,  Birth  and  Death-rates  as  well  as  the  Death-rates 

^  all  ages  and  among  Children  under  1  year,  and  the  Death-rates  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Tuberculosis 
Diseases  of  the  Eespiratory  Organs,  &c. 
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Deaths  occurring  during  the  year  1951  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities^ 

together  with  Births  occurring  during  the  year. 
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Category  1.  Satisfactory  in  all  respects.  Category  4.  Suitable  for  action  under  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts. 

2.  Having  minor  defects.  5.  Totally  unfit  and  should  be  demolished. 

3.  Requiring  major  repairs  or  structural  alterations. 
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